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A SERIOUS ADDRESS TO THE CLERGY. 


“* Be thou an example to the belieyers, in word, in comwer- 

fation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Give at- 
tendance to reading, to exbortation, to dottrine, Meditate 

upon thefe things, give thyfelf: wholly to them; that thy 

. profiting may appear to all. Take beed unto thyfelf, and 
unto thy ‘doétrine; continue in th 


HESE words contain part of the advice ial com- 
mands which the apoftle Paul gave to young Ti- 

? mothy, who had been ordained a minifter. of the gofpel, 
and are reafonably confidered as applicable-to all who are 

in the fame way folemnly devoted ‘to this important work. 
Therefore, thefe injunctions, with others, in Paul’s letters 
to T imothy, are generally made the fubftance of the fo- - 
femn charge given to thofe who are fet apart to the minif- 
terial work, by thofe who ordain them. And all of this 
order do, or ought to confider themfelves. as under! indif- 
penfible obligations, conftantly to.attend to, and obey thefe 
commands, as in this way only they cam approve them- 
felves to their Lord and Mafter, as good minifters of Je- 
fus Chrift, and have a reafonable profpect “of fuccefs and 
ufefulnefs in their great work. It is therefore prefumed, 
that mone of -the clergy will be difpleafed by being thus 
publicly invited to a particular review of the folemn charge 
they have received, and the important duties implied init, 
which they are expofed too much to overlook, and forget; 
and that even though they fhould find themflves re- 
proved, as this may be the happy mean of a reformation. 
As there is no immediate connéétion in the words tran- 
Vol. If. No. 4. ‘ A>. fcribed, 
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fcribed, the laft may, with propriety, be firft confidered, 
** Take heed.unto thyfelf.” This turns the eyes and atten- 
tion of a minifter to his own ftate and perfonal concerns, 
as a chriftian and a minifter of Chrift. And the firft thing 
that will be fuggefted to his mind, if he be difpofed pro- 

erly to regard this injunction, mutt be, whether he be a real 
chriftian himéelf, as this is neceflarily implied in taking heed 
to himfelf, as his whole perfonal intereft turns upon this; for 
he can neither be faved himfelf, nor be fit for fuch an offices 
unlefs he be a true friend to JefusChrift. In order to this, 
he ought to know, that he mutt be orn again-—That if 
he be areal chriftian, he has pafled a great change, which 
is Properly denoted by being created in Chrift Jefus unto 
good works, becoming a new creature: “ being turned 
from darknefs to marvellous light, 8c.” Except a man be 
thus born again, he cannot /ee the kingdom of God. He 
‘mutt pafs this change, which muft be a great and fenfible 
one, or he will not underftand experimental chriftianity, 
or be able faithfully and truly to teach it to others. This 
is the only door by which men enter into the chriftian life, 
and the only foundation and beginning of a life of experi- 
mental religion, or true holineis and obedience to Chrift. 
He, therefore, who enters into the’ miniftry without being 
born of the fpirit, does not enter in by the door, or by 
Jefus Chrift, but climbeth over fome other way; and is 
more likely to act like a thief and arobber, and to {catter 
and deftroy the fheep, than to be faithful to Chrift, and 
ufeful to the fouls of men. 

There are many ways in which men deceive themfelves 
in this important and effential article in chriftianity. ° Let 
every minitter then éake heed to ‘bim/elf with regard to this, 
and that he exhibits the evidence, that he is faved by the 
wafhing of regeneration arfd renewing of the Holy Ghoft, to 
his own.confcienc e, and to others, by a holy life, left, after 
he has preached to others, he fhould be a caft-away. Itis 
to be Iamented, that there fhould be any in this facred of- 
fice, whofe preaching and converfation give to the dif- 
cerning chriftian reafon to fear, and even conclude, that 
they have not been born again; and that being ftrangers 


to true experimental religion, they are building on the fand, 
and 
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and having fet’ out wrong, deviating in the firft effential - 
ftep in chriftianity from the right way, are going aftray in 
their whole courfe; ftrangers, in their experience and_ex- 
ercifes, to the nature and power of true religion. 

This too many difcover by their faying little or nothing 
of regeneration, and the nature and necedley of being born 
again, and of the univerfal, total depravity of man by na- 
ture, and his dependence on the power and foveteign grace 


_of God for that change and rengyation of heart, by which 


he becomes a new creature. They treat this fubject in a 
flight, fuperficial manner, if they fay any thing relating to 
it in their preaching and converfation ; and affect to repre- 
fent this change to confift chiefly in an alteration in exter- 
nal conduct, which is effected by moral fuafion, by mo- 
tives fet before them, without any immediate powerful 
influence of the Spirit of Gody by which a new heart is 
given. And fome go fo far as to fay, that the change {po- 
ken of in fcripture, called, being born again, &c. 1s not 
neceflary new to thofe who are educated among chriftians ; 
being only neceffary for unbelieving Jews and heathea 
idolaters. 

All thefe are difpofed to treat the renovation of the heart, 
by the fpirit of God, as the firft ftep in true religion, andall the 
confequent experimental. religion in the various exercifes 
of the new heart, as mere enthufiafmy.which they therefore 
chufe to difcourage gnd fupprefs, fo far as they have any 
influence. The difcerning, fpiritual chriftian, to whom God 
has given the fpirit of power and of love, and of a found 
mind, cannot but believe it to be moft probable, if not 
certain, that fuch minifters have not been born again, 
And it is to be devoutlyrwithed, that they themfelyes, and 
all other minifters who may not be included in this parti- 
cular defcription, would take heed to themfelves, left they 
fhould at laft be found effentially deficient in this matter, 
and confequently be excluded the kingdom of heaven, as 
workers of iniquity, with others whom they have, been 
the means of leading aftray. . 

It is no matter of wonder, that they who have not been 
born again, and have not enfered into the chriftian life 


by the only door, but are climbing up fome other way, do 
negleé 
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néglect the moft effential and important doctrines of the 
gofpel, and preach, ina general way, without inculcating 
any particular doctrine; or, if they do, preach that which 
is really inconfiftent with the moft important truth. There.’ 
fore Timothy is directed to take heed to this matter. 
“ Take heed to thy doétrine.” Take the greateft care 
poffible, that you teach the pure, important, faving truths 
of the gofpel, and none but fuch, both with refpec to 
doctrine and practice. 

They who have not become new creatures, by being 
born again, are ftill in the flefh, natural men, who re- 
ceive not the things of the fpirit of God, for they are fool- 
rfhnefs unto them, neither do they know them, becaufe 
they are fpiritually difcerned. They do not love the truths 
of chriftianity ; but in their hearts really hatethem, whe- 
ther they themfelves be fenfible of it or not. Therefore, 
though, by their education, or from fome other reafon, they 
may profefs to believe the truths contained in thofe doc- 
trines which are called Calvinittic, in diftinction from other 
and _oppofite doétrines; yet, when they come to think 
more clofely of the matter, and read books in which the 
moft effential doctrines of Calvinifm are oppofed, and op- 
pofite doctrines are plaufibly advocated, thefe will be more 
pleafing to their hearts, and it may be expected they will 
embrace them, at leaft in fome degree; and their preju- 
dices againft the doétrines implied-in the new birth in the 
Calviniftic fenfe of it, will increafe, and by degrees be re- 
jected, and they embrace the oppofite Arminjan doctrines; 
and if fome of them embrace Socinianifm, it will be na 
new thing. 

Many of thefe, for well known reafons, will take care 
to preach no particular fcheme of dottrines, and infift that 

tis of no importance what men delieve, if they admit that 
th ie goipel is a revelation from heaven, and live a good 
mo ral life. Thus they avowedly difregard the apottolic 
direction now under confideration, Take heed to thy doce 
ivine s ‘while they fufficiently difcover to the difcerning, to 
what fcheme of doétrines they are moft friendly, and which 
they with to have fupported and apenentee All this would 


have been prevented had they been truly converted and 
real 











> 
_- 


“” @’* 








# 


; 


A ferious Addrefs to the Clergy. 245 


real chriftians, and fo had their hearts eftablifhed in the 
truth, when they entered on the work of the miniftry. 
Though it does not hence certainly follow, that all thofe 
‘who profefs to believe found doétrine, and, in fame mea- 
fure, preach it all their days, are real chriftians, and love 
the truth as it is in Jefus. 

All this affords a good reafon, and forcible motive to 
all the minifters of the gofpel, and efpecially to thofe in 
younger life, to take heed to themfelves, that they have 
been really born again, and are real chriftians; that no 
delufion lurks at bottom, which leaves them fhort of the 
knowledge and love of the truth, and to take heed to their 
doctrines ; that they believe and teach what they know to 
be the great truths contained in the bible, and that they 
will fave all who cordially embrace them; and continue in 
them, without uncertainty and wavering, hiding or giving 
up the truth, whatever danger of fufferingA4hame, perfe- 
cution, or even death, may be 2 temptation to defift and 
be filent. For, in this way only will they certainly fave 
themfelves, and all thofe who cordially embrace and prac- 
tife what they preach and inculcate. 

** Be thou an example of the believers in word, in cone 
yerfation, in charity, in fpirit, in faith, in purity.” Doétor. 
Doddriige’s verfion and paraphrafe of thefe words, which 
feems to bea juft one, is as follows. His verfion is put 
in italics. ‘* Be thou, therefore, an example to all the 
faithful, in prudent and ufeful /peech, in a grave, fteady, 
and confiftenit converfation, in unbounded /ove, and in a 
candid, yet zealous /pirit, in uniform and incorruptible 
fidelity, and in unfpotted purity, by which all fufpicion of 
evil fhall be avoided, and even all .oecafion of apology fu- 
perfeded.” This is fo plain, and at firft view appears to be 
fuch an important and effential part of the miniftetial cha- 
racter, that a farther attempt to explain and inforce it 1s 
needlefs. Such a character and condué& will certainly be 
highly approved, and conftantly with great earneftnefs pur- 
fued by every minifter of the gofpel who is a true chrif- 
tian. How worthy of cenfure and rejection are thofe who 
are really of a contrary character ! 

‘“‘ Give attendance to reading, “to exhortation, to doc- 

trine. 
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trine. Meditate upon thefe things, give thyfelf wholly 
to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.” The 
impert of thefe words may be ftated and ih‘orced in the 
following particulars. 

Firft. Timothy is here exhorted to be a fiudent ; to 
give himfelf to reading and meditation; which imply the 
whole bufinefs and purfuit of the fudious divine, who is 
devoting his life to the ufe of all proper means to obtain 
the knowlecge of the doétrines and truths contained in 
chriftianity, or in the bible. Such a ftudent reads the bible 
conftantly, and examines and meditates ypon it with great » 
care and concern to know the meaning of it; to under- 
ftand the truths contained there, and to make a wife im- 
provement of them. And fenfible of the danger he is in 
of overlooking the inftruction there given, and of pervert- 
ing the divine oracles, his reading and meditations will be 
attended with devout exercifes, looking to God, to give 
him a difcerning, a wife and underftanding heart, by which 
he may underftand the {criptures, and be led into all truth, 

He will alfo read the writings of men, as helps to make 
proficiency in the knowledge of the bible; not implicitly 
receiving what they have written to be the truth ; but care- 
fully examining their pofitions and reafonings, with the 
bible before him, as the ftandard of all religious truth; 
and rejecting, or receiving and improving what they ad- 
vance, as he fhall judge it agreeable to the bible or not. 
And he will read authors, who advocate doétrines con- 
trary to thofe which he believes are contained in the bible, 
that he may know how they vindicate their principles, 
and learn how to confute them, fo far as he finds them in- 
confiftent with the truth. And when he lays his bible, or 
any book afide, he does not ceafe to think and meditate 
on thefe things. And he often, if not commonly, medi- 
tates with his pen in his hand, as the beft way to help and 
enlarge his thoughts, and to prevent their being loft. 

And fuch a reading, ftudious divine will improve the 
opportunities he has of converfing with thofe who are en- 
gaged in the fame work with him, and purfuing the fame 
ftudies, asa mean of gaining and communicating know- 
ledge, by mutual, free, ang friendly converfation and in- 


quiry. 
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quiry. And his reading, ftud}, and meditation will have 
refpect to the dottrines, truths, and duties of chriftianity. 
Thefe are the things which have his chief attention, in 
which all hislabours and ftudies centre, more immediately 
or remotely, and in which he has his chief delight, and 
demand his moft engaged attention. 

Thus the ftudious minifter of the gofpel, in a diftin- 
guifhed, eminent degree, in proportion to his diftinguifhed 
and more important ftation and work than that of private 
chriftians, ** does incline his ear unto-wifdom, and apply 
his heart to underftanding ; he crieth after knowledge, and 
lifteth up his voice for underftanding; he feeketh her as 
filver, and fearcheth for her as for bid treafures.” 

Exhortation and doétrine, that Is, teaching the great 
truths of chriftianity, and exhorting and urging the hearers 
to a wife and practical improvement of them, are part 
of the work of a ftudious minifter, for which he is fitted 
by being a fudent. The minifters of the gofpel are not to 
read and ftudy merely for their own amufement, or that 
they may treafure up knowledge for themfelves only ; but 
that they may be able to teach others, and communicate 
ufeful knowledge to their hearers, and urge them to the 
practice of every chriftian duty by thofe powerful motives 
which the gofpel exhibits. And this will be no hindrance 
to their ftudies and purfuit of knowledge, but a great help © 
and advantage. For this.tends to familiarize the truths 
of religion to their own minds, and will be a conftant {pur 
to excite them to ftudy, that they may know what, and 
how to teach in the beft manner, and be “ able minifters 
of the New-Teftament.” And the more knowledge they 
communicate, the fafter will their ftore imcreafe, and the 
more will they have to communicate, and thus make a 
conftant progreffion in knowledge, and giving inftruction. 

If this be a true, though fcant and imperfect reprefenta- 
tion of the charge given to Timothy, and of the character 
of every ftudious minifter of the gofpel, does it not give a 
difagreeable and painful view of the character and conduct 
of numbers of the clergy now on the ftage, who by this 
ftand reprehended and condemned? It is indeed painful to 


make this remark, and the obfervations which are whos 
ow. 
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low. But if this be proper and neceflary to prevent evil; 
and promote the zeneral good, and the belt intereft of in- 
dividuals, it would be cruelty to be filent. 

Is it not apparent to every one who attend$to the gene- 
ral religious ftate of this nations and has opportunity to 
know the character of the clergy in general, that, how: 
ever worthy of re{pect, and ufeful they otherwife may be, 
there are but few, compared with the whole, who cat 
juttly be called Srupenrs, according to the character of 
fuch, which is implied in the words of the apoftte which 
have been now confidered ? 

It is toocommon for young men to enter into the work 
of the miniftry before they have read or ftudied much. 

And when they are fettled, inftead of making progrels in 
their ftudies, they are diverted to other’ cares and pur? 
fuits, by building and providing neceffaries for a comfort= 

able fubfiftence in a family ftate; the fupport they have 
from the people being fcant, and not fufficient to fupply 
a family, without their care and exertions to get a pie 
fome other way. And if at length they get through th 
embarraflments, they have, by this time, loft a habit and 
tafte for ftudy, and content themfelves with .colleéting 
fomething at the latter end of the week, fufficient to make 
one or two difcourfes on the Sabbath; which fome writ® 
in a hurry, and others only note down a few heads, and 
leave the reft to be delivered extempore: while others 
truft to their ability, to {peak wholly extempore, without 
much previous ftudy or thought, and moft of the week is 
{pent in attending to their temporal affairs, never finding 
time to read much, or attend to a caréful ftudy of the ferip- 
tures. 

And there are many whofe worldly circumftances do not 
require much of their attention, and therefore have not 
the fore-mentioned temptation to neglect their ftudy, whe 
yet are not ftudents, but {pend the greateft part of theif 
time and thoughts in worldly purfuits, either in diverfions, 

and in unprofitable converfatfon and company, or in put- 

fuing fchemes to get an eftate, and lay up for their chil- 
dren. Thefe may read and meditate a little occafionally, 
and fo much as is neceflary to prepare fome fert of dif- 
courfes — 
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rourfes for the Sabbath, or review old ones which they 
have preached before, but cannot with any propriety be 
called fiudents. All thefe now mentioned, make but little 
progrels in the knowledge of the bible, or of divinity, if 
any at all. The whole compafs of their knowledge of 
divine truth is fcant and fmall, and, their preaching mutt 
confift very much ina repetition of the fame things, with- 
out making any progrefs. 

Thofe of this character generally have an averfion to a 
critical examination of do¢trinal points. Careful and ftrié& 
inquiry, and attempts to fearch things to the bottom, they 
call abftrufe, metaphyfical queftions, with which they are 
determined not to trouble themfelves. They can deter- 
mine and fettle moft points in divinity, by one or two fen- 
tences, which they think plain, becaufe they have been 
ufed to fuch a fet of words, which may have but little 
or no real meaning, and give no light on the fubjedt. 
They are careful to advife young ftudents in divinity, ta 
ftudy plain eafy things, and to neglect and carefully avoid 
every dark and abftrufe point, as unprofitable, dangerous, 
and hurtful. If the tenor and tendency of this advice be 
confidered and examined, it will appear to amount fo this, 
viz. either that thefe young ftudents mutt learn of thofe 
who give them this| advice, what are the dark, abftrufe 
fubjeéts which they are not to ftudy, but avoid ; and what 
are the plain truths to which they muft confine their at- 
tention; or, that they themfelves muft determine what is 
plain and eafy to be underftood; which feems to be the 
plain meaning of the advice, and will be naturally fo un- 
deritood. This is the fame with advifing them not to at- 
tend to and ftudy any propofition or do¢trine in divinity, 
which they donot already underftand; for all which they 
do not xew know, is certainly unknown and dark to them. 
This is therefore to advife them, not to attempt to in- 
creafe in knowledge, nor try to underftand what they do 
not already know. This puts an end to all proper ftudy 
and inquiry in divinity. And he who is ftupid and fool 
énough to follow this advice will live and die an ignora- 
mis. And fo far as they who inculcate this maxim have 
influence, all_proper inquiry, and progrefs in the know- 
Vol. LW. No. 4. B ledge 




















250 A ferious Addrejs to the Clergy. 


ledge of divine truth, will be difcouraged and come fo an. 


end. 

It is defirable that advice fo unreafonable and abfurd 
fhould not be followed by any; but that all the clergy 
furmount every difficulty and difcouragement which is in 
the way of a ftudious life, and make ail poflible progrefs 
in the knowledge of divine truths. Without doubt, every 
one, be his outward circumftances, natural abilities, and ad- 

antages, what they may, may be a fludent, in a good de- 
gree, and make continual advances in his acquaintance with 
theology, being “* a workman who needeth not to be 
afhamed; rightly dividing the word of truth,” if he be 
properly diff nested engaged, and zealous to purfue the work 
he has undertaken. 

And if minifters are difpofed to improve all the advant- 
ages they have to promote their ftudies, and affift them in 
their work, they will affociate, at convenient tinres and 
places, for mutual help and affiftance, in purfuing and in- 
veftigating truth, by friendly and free conference on quef- 
tions and fubjects fuited to give light and promote ufe- 
ful knowledge. At fuch meetings of-the clergy, it is of 
great importance that the time be well improved, in prayer 
together, and conference on fubjects of importance, fuited 
to mutual improvement in knowledge and zeal in their 
work. And as at-fuch meetings there will be commonly 
preaching in public, the preachers will have the advantage 
of having their defeéts and fault¥ in their public exhibi- 
tions remarked upon, and correéted in a friendly way, by 
their brethren, which they ought to efteem a great privi- 
lege, and may prove very beneficial to them. It is to be 
lamented, that any affociations of theclergy fhould be wholly 
without fuch improvement, that their time, when toge- 
ther, fhould be chiefly, if not wholly, {pent in needlefs en- 
tertainment, idle and unprofitable chat or converfation on 
political and worldly matters, while the more important 
and proper fubjects of divinity and religion are excluded, 

Secondly. % imothy is exhorted to give himfelf wholly 
to thofe things which are contained in * the gofpel, and to 
his work and bufinefs, as a minifter of it. ** Give thyfelf 
wholly to them” [ » rovreis set, “* Be always employed in thefe 
things.” Doddridge’s verfion. ] 
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The work of a minifter of the gofpel is work enough for 
one man. It is infinitely the moft important work; and 
it is the moft defirable, happy, and honourable employ- 
ment in which any man can be engaged. His obligations 
then to be faithfully and wholly devoted to his bufinefs, 
and make this the end ef all his care, ftudy, and exertions, 
are great and facred, unfpeakably beyond thofe of others, 
to be faithful in their different departments and employ- 
ments of life in which they arefixed. This work 1s more 
than enough to employ their whole time, and all the power, 
capacity, and furniture which they have; for “ who is fuf- 
ficient for thefe things?” If they be mot wholly devoted 
to their Lord and Mafter, to his all-imporfant intereft, and 
the beft intereft of the fouls to whom they miniffer, they 
muft be of all men the moft inexcufable and wicked. 
If they divert from the things which are included in their 
work as minifters of the gofpel, to purfue any other bufi- 
nefs, and employ their time and thoughts in purfuit of 
other objects, they render themfelves unworthy of the 
character of a minifter of the gofpel, and are a difgrace to 
chriftianity and the office which they fuftain, 

Thirdly. That in this way alone, which the apoftle pre- 
fcribes, and has been now pointed out, the minifter of the 
gofpel can give a proper manifeftation of his making pro- 
grefs in religion, and in his minifterial performances. 

‘“* That thy profiting may appear to all.” Door Dod- 
dridge tranflates this fefttence in the following words, 
which, perhaps, is more agreeable to the original: “* That 
thy improvement in all, (that is, in all thofe things which 
can conduce to the honourable and faithful difcharge of 
thine office) may be manipefi* 

The minifter, who is areal chriftian, a ftudent, and faith- 
ful in his work, giving himfelf wholly to it, will mani- 
feft to all who have any true difcerning, that he makes im- 
provement in knowledge and fpiritual attainments, in his 
ability and fkill in teaching and exhortation in public, and 
in his more private converfation and good example. He 
who does not make apparent advances and progrefs In 
thofe things which belong to his work, as a minifter, 1s very 


defective, if not effentially fo. The apoftle therefore — 
this 
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this a very important article, that a minifter fhould be fu 
faithful to himfelf, to his mafter, and others, in his work, 
{o attentive to the things of the gofpel, and fo ftudious in 
reading and meditation, and fo wholly devoted to his 

vork, that it might be manifeft that he was making great 
progrefs in all minifterial gifts and duties. 

May every clergyman, efpecially they who are young 
in this office, fuffer this word of exhortation, lay thefe 
things to heart, and be properly concerned to obey thefe 


apoftolic commands! 
MENTOR. 
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A SINGULAR CONVERSION. 


Mr. Epitor, 


The following Inflance of Converfion is, in fome Refpeéts, 
fingular. If you think it worthy of a Place in your Me- 
gazine, pleafe to infert tt. 


XARLY in the week, about five years ago, I was in- 
formed, that a man of my acquaintance had recently 
become the fubjeét of remarkable religious exercifes. In 
the courfe of the week, I had an opportunity to converfe 
vith him, and found his mind peculiarly tender, as to di- 
vine things. He feemed much fwallowed up with the 
perfections and glory of God; and {poke with great free- 
dom and affection of the objeas of religion. 


The account he gave of the commencement of thefe 


views was: to this import. . That on the preceding Sab- 
bath he attended public worfhip in the morning; from 
which he returned without any fpecial impreffions on his 
mind. Being fomething indifpofed, he tarried at home 
in the afternoon.. When the family had gone to worfhip, 
he retired to hie rcom, and, without any degree of reli- 
gious conce rn, laid himfelf down upon the bed. In this 
fituation, heeaia eh by accident, he caft his eye upon a 
book ftanding on a fhelf before him—got up and took it 
down, with a view of reading--opening it with reference 
to no particular piace, & certain paflage of {cripture caught 


his attention, which, to his very great furprife, appeared 
overfpread 


oH 




















Singular Converfion. 253 


everfpread with divine glory and indeferibeable beauty and 
excellence. He found himfelf in no fituation to proceed 
jn reading as he propofed. His heart melted, and a 
flood of tears gufhed from his eyes. God appeared vifi- 
ble and glorious in every object, Such was the power 
of thefe impreffions as immediately to bring him on his 
knees, and lead him to pour out his foul to God in ado- 
ration, praife, and fupplication, with great enlargement for 
alongtime. The fame bleffed frame continued through 
the day, in the devotions of the family,and clofet. It 
was indeed permanent through the week. Whilft he went 
about his worldly bufinefs, every thing, as he expreffed 
himfelf, appeared full of God. He felt fuch a propenfity 
to prayer and praife, that he could not refrain from fre- 
quently crying out when alone by himfelf. Much of his 
time, even in the midft of fecular employments, was {pent 
in {uch folemn and delightful exercifes; and fuch peace 
and ferenity pervaded his mind, as he had always been a 
ftranger to before. 

In converfation I mentioned and defcanted at fome 
length upon the divine character and perfections, but 
found he could not bear it. His mind was overwhelmed, 
and he feemed unaffectedly conftrained to cry out. From 
the firft, there appeared little or no terror or flavifh fear in 
his exercifes, His own perfonal ftate was much out of 
fight, and though his exercifes appeared ftrange and fine 
gular to him, he did not confider them as being gracious. 
Having been, as he obferved, a creat finner, he expected 
that if he was ever convertedyhe muft be made the fubject 


of long and pungent conviction. Sin, as being committed | 


againft a God of infinite perfection, he viewed as moft 
odious and hateful, and exprefled a very affecting fenfe 
of his own meannefs and vilenefs. As the gofpel opened 
to his mind, he appeared cordially to embrace and rejoice 
in it. Heread the word of God, and heard it preached, 
with great delight and fatisfaétion. Upon comparing his 
views and exercifes with the divine oracles,'in a fhort 
time he found them, as he thought, the views and exer- 
cifes of the people of God. Soon after he offered him- 


felf a candidate for admiffion to the church——was a 
an 


ae 












































| aw EM 





a 


























254 Of the Doftrine of Elettion. : 
and admitted: and has ever fince maintained the character 
of anexemplary chriftian. 

It has been more than intimated, by fome approved 
writers upon experimental religion, that a courfe of ante- 
cedent conviction is effentially neceflary to genuine conver- 
fion; and it is the fentiment, probably, of many pious 
chriftians. ° That this is the ufual mode of divine opera- 
tion in the kingdom of grace, is undoubtedly true. But 
that it 1s always obferved, muft be hard to prove from the 
holy fcriptures; and many other inftances, as well as the 
one now related, look much againft it. Without doubt we 
judge more fafely and feripturally of converfion from the 
nature and fruits of it, than from any circumftances attend- 
ing the production of the change. ‘The wind bloweth 
where it lifteth, and thou heareft the found thereof, but 
canft not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; fo is 
every one that is born of the fpirit.” In this great work, 
God is a holy and adorable fovereign. His judgments are 
unfearchable, and his ways paft finding out. 

Long-Ifland, March 7, 1797. 
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OF THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION. 


T is commonly objected to this doétrine, that it implies parti- 
ality, inconfiftence, and infincerity in the Deity. Let us at- 
tend to thefe objections. Fir, Does the doctrine imply partiality 
inthe Deity? This depends wholly on the meaning which we af- 
fix to the word partiality. If we mean by it, an inclination to 
beftow, in the way of fovereign wifdom, favour on one, and 
not.on another, doubtlefs God is partial, in, difpenfing not only 
fpiritual and eternal favours, but thofe which relate to this life. 
God makes one rich and another poor; raifes one to great ho- 
nour and promotion, and leaves another in a low and obfcure 
itate; gives one every advantage for enjoyment arifing from trdn- 
quility, health, agreeable connections, &c. but not to another, 
lf, therefore, this be partiality, there is no reafon to make this ob- 
jection peculiarly againft the doctrine of eleCtion ; it lies equally 
againft the moft common dealings of providence. And if this ob- 
jection be of force to difprove the doétrine of election, it is of the 
fame force to difprove the governing providence of God, in the 
common events of life. Yet all chriftians profefs to believe this 
common governing providence of God. ‘Therefore they cannot, 
with confiftence, object partiality to the divine election of a cer- 
tain number to eternal life. If, tadeed, the Deity exercife his fo- 
vereignty 
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vereignty in eleétion, not wifely, nor fo as to fubferve the bett 
purpofes, there is juft ground of objection ; and fo there is, if he 
do not in common providence fubterve the beft purpofes. But 
this tating of the objection gives up the objection to election as 
fuch, or to the genera) doctrine, that God chufes fome to eternal 
life, and leaves others to fuffer eternal death; and it raifes another 
objection againft the ends or purpofes which God has in view, 
and actually fubferves by election. Therefore it is incumbent 
on the objector to fhow, that God does not, in election, defign 
and fubferve the beft and moft important ends or purpofes. 

2. Sometimes the word partiality is ap 9 a judge, in the 
exercife of his judicial capacity; and I grant that whenever a per- 
fon is partial to the parties brought before him, he violates his in- 
tegrity ; as partiality in this cafe implies, that the judge is difpofed 
to favour a perfon beyond what the law, which is the rule of 
judgment, admits. The law is the fole rule of proceeding to a 
judge acting in a judicial capacity; but this is not the fole rule of 
proceeding to a fovereign, a¢ting as a fovereign. His chief rule 
of siociliag is the general good; and in promoting this, he often 
is not only juftifiable in aéting befide and above ftrict law, but is 
neceffitated to do it: and whenever the general good requires, that 
he beftow favour on one and not on another equally deferving, 
or ill deferving ; not only is his conduct vindicable, but it could 
not be vindicated, if he were to-do otherwife. And eleétion is not 
the act of a judge, but of a fovereign. . 

Secondly, It is objected, that if God chufe that‘ certain num- 
ber ot mankind fhould repent, comply with the gofpel, and be 
faved; and that the reft fhould not comply, but fhould go on in 
{in and perifh, and yet command and call on all to comply with 
the gofpel ; this is to aét an inconfiftent part. . His will that they 
fhould go on in fin, is inconfiftent with his commands, and calls 
to forfake it and repent of it. 

Anfwer. Undoubiedly,God on the whole chufes, that all who 
do finally go on in fin, fhould thus go on, otherwife he would 
reftrain them. So it is proved by manifeft fact, that God does, 
on the whole, or all things confidered, chufe, that all thofe whe 
finally remain impenitent, fhould remain in that ftate. Even if 
what fome have pleaded be true, that God cannot reftrain a man 
trom fin confiftently with his free agency, ftill this would not dif- 
prove what is now afferted, that all things confidered God chufes, 
that thofe who are finally impenitent, fhould remain impenitent. 
If he did not chufe this, he would reftrain them, and lead them-to 
repentance, though their free agency fhould be deftroyed. At the 
fame time, it is an undoubted fact, that God forbids all fin. There- 
tore, if it be an imcontiftence, that God fhould forbid all fin, and 
yet chufe, all things’ contidered, that fome men fhould go on in 
sn, it is not,an inconfiftence peculiar to the fyftem of thofe who 
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hold the doctrine of eleStion ; but it equally attends the fyftem of. 
thofe who deny that do rine ; and it equally eoncerns the latter 
as the former, to provide a proper folunion of the difficulty. If 
this be an inconfiftence, it is a very common one, extending not 
only to the cale of the reprobate ‘and finally i impenitent, but to 
ery finner and every fin, whether of commiffion or omiffions. 
T he fins of the elect, whether before or after their convertion, aré 
as peremptorily forbidden in the divine law, as the fins of the non- 
ele; andthe fact thows, that God as really chufes, all things 
con ide red, that the elect fhould fall mto thefe fins, as that the 
n mn elect thould in o thofe of which they are guilty. Therefore, 
whenever any fin takes place, or whenever any perfon falls fhort 
of pertect holineis, God acts the fame inconfiftent part complained 
of in the objection betere us; and God is no more inconfittent in 
reprobating a {inner, or chufing, ail things confidered, that he 
fhould fin: ally go on in fin, and yet abfolutely enjoin upon him a 
compliance with the gotpel, than he does in chufing a faint fhould 
not be perfeétly holy in this life, and yet abfolutely requiring of 
him perfect holinefs. This then feems to bring down the objec- 
tion very confiderably, and reprefents it in a much lefs formidable 
light. JT have never heard it objected, that the Deity aéts incone 
filtently in requiring perfect holinefs, and yet chufing, all things 
contidered, that a parucular faint fhould not be perteétly fancti+ 
fied in this life. 

After all, there is no real ineonfiftence in the cafe ftated in thé 
objection. ‘The law and precepts of God inform us what our 
duty is; but they do not inform us of his intentions as to the future 
difpe nfations of his providence. ‘They inform us, that it is our 
duty to besperfe€tly holy, bur do not inform us, that it is God’é 
intention to make us perfectly holy in this life; or that, all things 
confidered, he chufes we fhould attain to perfedtion i in this life. 
Therefore, when in the precepts of the divine law, God declares 
our duty to us, and in other paffages of fcripture he informs us, 
that it is his intention and choice, all things confidered, that we 
fhould not be perfectly holy in this lite, there is no contradiction; 
nor is there any inconfiftence between enjoining duty upon us, 
and chafing, that we fhould not, in every inftance, perform our duty. 
A human legiflator may confiftently forbid all rebellion apainft 

the-ftate, and yet being fully affured, that if a’ certain man fhould 
rebel againit the ftate, it would g give occafion to the more firm ef 
tablifhment of the moft jutt and free government, and to a great 
yicreafe of the good of the nation, inconceivably overbalancing 
the evils of the rebellion: he may wifh that man would rebel. A 
parent may ftrictly forbid his children to intoxicate themfelves, 
and if he be affured, that provided his fon, who has naturally a 
ftrong appetite for ftrong drink, and therefore is expofed to great 
and contirmed intemperance, be once intoxicated, he would pore 
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fock a loathing of ftrong drink in future, that he would never fall 
into intemperance again; he may confiftently with, that he would 
ance intoxicate himfelf. With the fame contiftence, God may 
forbid fin, and yet in. the foreknowledge of wite and important 
énds to be fubferved by it, may comfent and chufe, that it fhould 
take place. - ' 
_ Thirdly; it is obje&ted, that if God chufe that fome men fhould 
not comply with the gofpel, and difpofe things fo in providence, 
that ic infallibly follows, that they will not camply, theré 1s,no 
fincerity in the calls and offers of the’ gofpel. ‘lus objeCtion 
confiits of two parts; 1. If God chufe that iome men fhould not 
comply with the gofpel, there is no fincerity in the calls and of- 
jers of the gofpel. ‘This wholly depends on the meaning of the 
word fincerity. Lf itanedn, that when, God offers falvation to any 
inan, bg really chufes, all things confidered, that the man fhouid 
befaved® I grant, that in this fenfe, there is no fincerity in the of- 
fer. But tiycerity does not necefiarily imply this, and is not al- 
ways uled in this fenfe; v. g. If my fon fhould be difpofed to quit 
his pretent ftate of retidence, and remove to another, if it be ever 
fo contrary: to my judgment ai/ withes; yet.if.1 found him fixed 
in the purpofe, 1 might ferioufly offer him, that if he remove, 1 
will provide him a houfe in,the propofed place. Ifa man havea 
ion at college; if. the -fon be fick of college,,and utterly averfe 
to continuing thete, the,father, from various proper motives may 
offer him, that it he be determined to quit college, he will fet him 
up in tradé or hufbandry as the father thall judge to be beft; yet 
he wifhes that his fon would not perfift in his purpofes. If in 
thefe cafes the.father intends to do as he fays, provided the fon ful- 
nis the condition of the offer, the, offer is fincere, though, at the 
fame ume, the father may with, that the fon fhould not fulfil the 
condition, i. ¢. in the inftances above-meittioned, the father may 
with his fon not to quit college, or quit his prefent place of refi- 
dence. 

_ 2: ‘The other part of the objeétion is, that if God, in provi- 
dence, fer fuch motives before finners, as lead them to remain im- 
penitent; or; if he any how fo dijpofe of events, that it certainly 
follows, that they will remain impenitent; there is no fincerity im 
tae offers of the gofpel. But if God may tincerely offer falvation 
to fome men, and yet chufe ov the whole, that they fhould not 
accept the offer; why may he not, with the fame fincerity, ufe any 
iafluence contiftent with the five agency of thofe men, to diffuade 
them from a compiiance wth the condition of the offer? Why 
may not the parent.in the cafe abeve ftaced, let the fon know, 
that he does not think ic beft he fhould leave his prefent refidence, 
and ufe all proper motives to pertuade him to continue where he 
is; and yet, if he til be determined ta remove, fincerely make him 
the offer betore-mentioned. O. 
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On the New Heavens and New Earth: 


“SHESE are exprefsly mentioned four times in the {criptures. 

- They are mentioned twice in the prophecy of Ifaiah, chap. 
Ixv. 17, &c. Ixvi. 22. ‘* For behold, § create new heavens and 
a new earth; and the former fhall not be remembered, nor come 
into mind.. But be you glad and rejoice forever in that which I 
create; for behold, L.ereate Jerufalem’a rejoicing, and her people 
a joy. For as-the new heavens and the new earth which I will 
make, fhall remain before me, faith the Lord, fo fhall your feed 
and your name remain.” 

It is plain, that in this paffage the new heavens and the new 
earth, and Jerufalem and her people, are one and the fame. And 
it is equally certain, that by Jerufalem and her people is meant the. 
church of Chrift, of which literal Jerufalem was a type. Of this: 
none can doubt who read the prophecy of Ifaiah, in which the 
church of Chrtift is often denoted by Jerufalem and Zion. And 
farther evidence.of this will rife into view, .in the profecution of 
this fubject. 

The new heavens, and the new earth then, is the redeemed 
ehurch; and the creation of this ‘is performed jn -the work of re- 
demption by Jefus Chrift, and is called the mew heavens and 
new earth, becaufe it precedes the firft, or old heaven and 
earth. There are two great works of God fpoken of and cele- 
brated in the fcripture, viz. the creation of the heavens and the 
earth, of which there isa particular hiftory in the two firft chap- 
ters of Genefis; and the new creation, or. redemption which fuc- 
ceeds the firft creation, and takes place in confequence of the 
apoftacy of man. The latter is carried on gradually until it thall 
be brought to perfection ; and will take as‘many thoufand years at 
Teaft to finifh it, as it did days to complete the firft creation. The 
new creation is reprefented in fcripture, and particularly in the 
paffage before us, as my! greater and more glorious than 
the firft or old creation. Aind the firft creation-is for the fake of 
the new creation; and the chief end of the former is anfwered in 
the latter. ‘This is afferted by the apoftle Paul. He fays, “* By 
him, (i. ¢. Chritt) were all things created that are in heaven, and 
in earth, vifible and invifible. All things were created by him, 
and ror him. (Col. i. 16:)- All things were made for him, asthe 
Redeemer of man; in whieh character he is reprefented in the 
context; and therefore have their end anfwered in the work of re- 
demption. Confequently the former heavens and earth are re- 
prefented as paffing away and coming to an end, fo as tobe re- 
membered no more, when the work of redemption is completed. 
Their end being anfwered, whefy that is brought to perfection, for: 
the fake of which they were ‘created, and‘there will be no 
more ufefor them; they will perith, and be folded, as an old worn 
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‘out garment is folded up, and laid afide, or barnt up. (Heb. i. 


11; 12. 2 Pet. i. 7.) 

This new heavens and new earth is created and brought on to 
perfection by degrees, from the fall of Adam to the millennivm, 
when the kingdom of Chrift, the new heavens and new earth 
will come, and take place, as it never did before. What will be 
done in this time in the ‘building up of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
and forming the new heavens.and new earth, and finifhing what 
is to be doné in this world, is the great-event chiefly in view, and 
refpected in the prophetic part of {cripture ; and therefore is thé 
time of their fulfilment, in comparifon with which all that has 
been and will be accomplifhed before, in building the kingdom of 


-Chrift, is little, and awa as preparatory to it. Inthis time thé 


work of redemption, the kingdom of Chrift, the new heavens arid 
new earth, or the new Jerufalem, will rife to great perfection, 
and appear unfpeakably more beautiful, {trong and glorious, than 
it ever did before. And this will iffue in the moft perfect ftate of 
the church, to which it fhall. be brought at the general refurrec- 
tion and judgment; when redemption fhall be completed, and this 
new heavens and new earth fhall be finifhed, and appear in full 
glory; and being thus-finifhed, fhall ftand for ever. 

This new heavens and new earth, or the church.arid kingdom 
of Chrift, which is the renewed fiate of things, effected in the 
work of redemption, is a moral and /piritual ‘kingdom, which 
does not confift in a material world, as me the former, or old hea- 
vens and earth ; but in righteoufnefs, .peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghoft. (Rom. xiv. 17:) Te has no immediate relation to place, or 
matter, ora material work, but confifts in the renovation of the 
hearts of fallen men, redeeming them from deftru€tion and fin, to 
holinefs and fpiritual felicity. Yet, as the redeemed muft have 
fome place as their fixed eternal abode, this may be confidered as 
included in the work of redemption, as a neceffa circumftance 
or appendage of it; which will be more particularly confidered in 
the fequel. 

Having made thefe general obfervations concerning the new 
heavens and new earth, a more particular view of the paflage of 
{cripture now under confideration will be taken. Upon this the 
following things are worthy of notice. 

1. The creation of the new heavens, and new-earth here fpo- 
ken of, does include, and has a fpecial reference to the happy and 
glorious ftate of the church in this world in the millennium, when 
the kingdom of God fhall come in the higheft and moft perfect 
degree to which it will be brought in this world, which is fo much 
the fubjeét of the prophecies in the Old and New Teftaments. - 

Thisis evident from the context, efpecially that which follows, 
which {peaks of the happy ftaie of the church im this world. — 
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¢ ha nere fhall be no more thence an infant of days, (that is, an aged 
infant) noran old man that hath not filled his days ; for the child 
fhali die an hundred years old. And they fhall build houfes, and 
inhabit them. And they fhall pli int viney: ards, and eat tl 
them. | Uhey fhall net labour in vain, nor bring forth t 
tor they are the feed of the bleffed of the Lord, and their a) spring 
with them. And it fhall come to pafs, that before they call, I will 
anfwer, and whiles they are yet fpeaking, I will hear. The wolf 
and the lamb fhal! feed together, and the hon thail eat ftraw like 
the buliock. They fall not hurt nor deitroy in all my holy 
mountain, faith the Lord,’ 

Thefe words mutt a underftood as pele rring to the days of the 
millennium, when they fhali build, and plant, and propagate by 
having children. And the latt claufe is neasly the fame which we 
find i in the eleventh cl hapter, which ts certainly a dete nption of the 
mil] ‘nnn. And as the moft remarkable and chief inftance of 
the building up of the church, and the flourifhing of the kingdom 
ot Chift on éarth, and confequently of forming the new heavens 
and new earth wili take place in the millennium, it would be do- 
ing violence to the words and the whole patiage, to confider them 
not to have a firft and chiet refpect tothis event, which is thelaft 
ftep but one neceflary to complete the new heaven and new earth; 
or mi work of redemption. 

As the new heavens and new earth, the new creation, new 
Linen, the church and kingdom of Chrift, will be formed and 
arife ina much greater and more eminent and glorions degree in 
the millennium, and come much nearer to perfection than ever 
before, and there will be fuch a great advance in the work of re- 
demption, and what is to be done in it on earth will'then be finith- 
ed; and the next ftep will complete ! it, in bringing ali the redeemed 
to an endiefs ftate of perfection and glof; fo the prophecies 
which predi€t the happy ftate of the church in the millennium, 
often do not ftop here, but bring into view the happinefs and glory 
of the heavenly ftate, in which the millennium veal iffve, and {peak 
of the whole as one endlefs ftate, as the former and latter are in- 
cluded in each other, ‘This obfervation will ferye to explain the 
paffige before us,’as well as many other prophecies of the fame 
pao ots 

‘Lhe redeemed are reprefented as rejoicing forever in this new 
creation. ‘* But be you glad and rejoice forev er in that which I 
create. The new heavens and new earth which I will make, fhall 
remain betore me, faith the Lord.”’ This new -creation {hall not 
grow old, and perith as the old heavens and earth do; but fhall re- 
inain forever. In the 6oth chapter of Haiah, is a particular and 
{lriking prophecy of the millennium, and of the happinefs and 
lory of die church on earth inthat time; but in fome expreffions 
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connected with, and included in her-happy ftate in this world. 

‘The following appear to be inftances of this: ** Whereas thou 
hatt been forfaken and hated, fo that no man went through thee, 
{ will make thée an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations. 
The fun fhall be né more thy light by day, neither for brightnefs 
thall the moon give light unto thee; but the Lord fhall bé unto 
thee an everlafling light, and thy God thy glory.” {v. 15, 20.) 
Agreeable to this it has been thought, that the two laft chapters of 
the Revelation are a defcription, both of the millennium, and of 

e moft perfeét ftate of the church in which that fhall iffue after 
the day of judgment; fome part of the defcription being more 
appli icable to the former than to the latter, and fome cannot be ap- 
plied to the former, bai much of it to both. “They who Have ap- 
plied the defcription of the new heavens and new earth, and of the 
new Jerufalem, contained in thefe two chapters, wholly to the 

snillennium ftate in this world, before the general refurrection and 
day of judgment, have doubtiefs been miftaken: And perhaps they 
who have applied it wholly to the ftate of the church after the 
refurreétion, have alfo been wrong, and the medium between thefe 
rwo oppofites, which has been now mentioned may be moft agree- 
able to the truth. 

g. [he new heavens and new earth ; the new Sesatalein, the 
church and kingdom of Chrift, which are all. ene arfd the fame, 
does confift moit effent ially in the enjoyment of a he/y happine/s. 
This i 1S, in the paflage betore us, reprefented by gladnefs, j joy and 
rejoicing.’ * But be you glad and rejoice forever in that which 
i create; for behold, I create Jerufalem a rejoicing, and her peo- 
plea soy,” ‘There is no true happifying j joy, but a Aoly soy. This 
is that in which this kingdom of God contfitts, even righteoufnefs, 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft.”. This is that eternal life which 
the Redeemer came to give ziore abundant/y to the redeemed, that 
their joy may be fu//. There is no true happinefs for man, nor 
wiil there be any torever, but that which originates from redemp- 
tion, and being a member of thenew ferufalem. In the old crea- 
tion, and conftitution of things, there was no provifion or founda- 
tion for that high degree of holy joy and happinefs, which the work 
of redemption 1s fuited to give, and is enjoyed in the new creagyon, 
the riew heavens and new earth. 

The words of the apoftle Peter offer themfelves next to confi- 
deration.” ‘* Neverthelefs we, according to his promife, look for 
new heavens, and a new earth, w herein dwelleth righteoufnefs.” 
(2 Pet. iii, 13.) The apoftle in thefe words, “ according to his | 
promi/e,” evicently refers to the prediction and promife which we 
have been confide: be, r. ** Behold I create new heavens and a new 
earth.” ‘The apottie in the preceding words {peaks ot ‘the diffolu- 


tion of the heayens and this earth, which. would certainly. take 
place, 
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place, ‘‘ When the heavens, being on fite, fhall be diffolved, and 
the elements fhall melt with fervent heat.”” This is implied in the 
words in Haiah, “+ Behold I create new heavens and a new earth, 
and the former fhall not be remembered, nor come into mind,” 
which implies that they fhould pafs away and be diffolved, when 
the creation of the new heavens and new earth fhauld be com- 
pleted. Therefore, it is evident, that by the new heavens and new 
earth here, redemption in the complete ftate of it, after the day of 
judgment, with all the — of it, is chiefly, if not wholly 
mtended. The apoftie looks forward .to the complete and per- 
fe&tly happy and glorious ftate of the church, when the vifible — 
heavens and this earth fhall be diffolved, asthe objeét of the hope 
and expeGation of chriftians. . 

We come now to the words of theapoftle John. “ And I faw 
a new heaven and a new earth: For the firft heaven and the firft 
earth were paffed away; and there was no more fea. And | John 
faw the holy city, the new Jerafalem, coming down from God, 
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hufband.” 
(Rev. xxi. 1, 2.) The new heaven and new earth which John 
faw, is evidently the fame mentioned by the apoftle Peter, and in 
the prophecy of Ifaiah ; as both Ifaiah and the apoftle John con- 
mect the new heaven and earth with the new ferufalem, explain- 
ing the former by the latter, or reprefenting them as fynonimous, 
ene and the fame. The apoftle John ufes the fingular, new hea- 
ven. Inthe two former it is plural, mew heavens. But is no 
evidence, that the very fame is not meant'by each; for we find 
this diverfity in fpeaking of the fame thing in the book of Genefis. 
** In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. Thus 
the heavens and the earth were finifhed.” (Gen. i. 1. ii. 1.) The 
apoftle John fays, ** There was no more fea.”” This does not 
amply that the new earth bears any likenefs to the earth on which 
ave live, with this exception, that in the’latter there will be no fea. 
The whole is a figurative, or emblematical reprefentation of the 
happinefs and glory of the redeemed church; and as waters and 
the fea are an emblem of inftability and trouble, the fixed happy 
ftate of the redeemed is reprefented by there being no fea. 

By the firft heaven and the firft earth, which pafs away, in the 
Revelation; the former heavens and earth, which is to be remem- 
bered no more, in Ifaiah, and the heavens and the earth which are 
now, which are referved unto fire againft the day of judgment, 
and perdition of ungodly men, and fhall pa/s away with a great 
noife, and be diffolved by fire, in the fecond epiftle of Peter, are 
meant one and the fame, viz. the heaven and earth, which God 
created in the beginning, which included the fun, moon, and ftars, 
which are all particularly mentioned, and itis then faid, ‘“* Thus 
the heavens and the earth were finifhed, and the hoft of a 
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Thefe are the generations of the heavens and of the earth, when 
they were created: In the day that the Lord God made the earth 
the heavens.”’ (Gen. ii. 1, 4.) And whenever the heavens, 
or heaven andearth are mentioned together in the fcripture, as they 
are a great number of times, the whole vifible material creation is 
intended. The Pfalmift fpeaks of the heavens as including the 
moon and ftars. “ When-I confider thy heavens, the work of 
thy fingers, the moon and the ftars which thou haft ordained.” 
(Pral. vili. 3.) Nothing can be more evident and ‘certain tham this, 
to thofe who will attend to the fubje&: 
Thefe heavens and this earth; at the day of judgment hall pafs, 
away and be diffolved by fire, the fervent heat of which will mele 
them, and they will probably fall or ruth. together into-one com- 
mon mafs of liquid fire, ittended and referved to be a lake of fire, 
for the punifhment of all the finally implacable enemies of Chrift. 
All this feems evidently to be expreffed by the apoftle Peter, when 
{peaking of this grand and awful event. He fays, ** the heavens 
and the earth which are now, by the fame word, are kept in ftore, 


' referved unto fire againft the day of judgment, and the perdition of 


ungodly men.” 

“he new heaven and new earth, the new creation, the work of . 
redemption, the yer ay rere will be then completed, and ap 
pear in the moft perfect beauty, happinefs and glory. ‘ Bhem 
fhall the righteous (ail the redeemed) thine forth as the fun, in the 
kingdom of their father.”’ (Math. xiii. 41, 42, 43.) 

It will be afked, If the new heaven and-new earthis the work 
of redemption,and confifts in the redeemed chureh of Chrift; and: 
does not mean any material world, or any particular place in 
which the redeemed fhall dwell; where, aad in what place thalb 
they exift forever ? bene 

Anfwer. The feriptures give us as much light as we want with. 
refpect to this. There we are exprefsly. told,. that the Redeemer: 
will fay to the redeemed church, ‘*Come, ye bleffed of my father,. 
imherit the kingdom prepared for you from thé foundation of the 
world.” And Chrift faid to his difciples, ‘* Immy-. Father’s houfe 
are many manfions, | go to prepare a place for you.” This 
kingdom was made and prepared from the foundation of the world. 
But Chrift has opened the way for the redeemed to come and dwelt 
there, by going before as the Captain of their falvation. And we 
may reafonably fuppofe, that there were great advances and addi- 
tions in the external. beauty and glory.of this kingdom, when the 
Redeemer-entered and took up his refidence there, in his glorified: 
body. The apoftle Peter {peaks of this place and kingdom/in the 
following words : “ To an inheritance incorruptible and.undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, referved for you in heaven. And the 
apoftle Paul fays, *“* We know, that if, our earthly wag = 
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tabernacle were diffoived, we have a building of God, a houfe not 
made with hides eternal in the heavens. By. heaven, or the hea- 
vers in thele paflages, and in many others, is doubdefs meant what 
is frequently called in fcripture, ** The heaven of heavens,” and 
by the apoftle Paul, * ‘The third heaven,” 

Of this place and kingdom, and the beauty, extent, and glory 
of it, we can have no adequate idea now, . It exceeds this earth, 
even if it were renewed; and our utmoft conception and imagina- 
tion, unfpeakably more than the moft elegant, beautiful, fuperb, 
and glorious palace that ever exiited or can be made on earth, ex- 
cells the meanett cott ‘age of hovel that ever was feen. 





THE preceding obfervations on the new heavens and new. 
earth, were occafioned by a differtation of the fame fubjeCt inferted: 
in the Theological Magazine, No. viii. p. 85—94. He whe will 
be at the pains of reading that and the foregoing, will fee that one 
not only differs from, bit is contrary to the other ; and he will! 
judge which is moft agreeable to the icriptures, and: ferves to give. 
the moft contiftent, pleating, grand and glorious idea of the new 
heaven and new earth, and of the eternal kingdom in which the 
Redeemer and the redeemed will dwell forever. 

According to this author, the redeemed are to live forever on 
this earth after it is renewed by fire ; and by the heavens and earth 
being on fire, and melting with fervent heat, and pafling away, Is 
meaitt only the purifying of the earth, and the atmofphere which 
furrounds it, by fire, and the removal of the earth to foie other part 
of the univerfe, out of fight of the fun which now enlightens it, 

and. ina new fituation and view of the fixed ftars. How. apes this 
litle down to a mere nothing, the gieat work of creating new 
heavens and a new earth, and the grand cataftropne delcribed 
im the fcriptures of the iscavens and earth being on fire and 
melting with fervent heat, and thus pafling away with a great 
noife ! 

As the moft thathe has faid in Betecet of his fcheme has been 
obviated, and confuted, it 1s hoped, by what has been now faid on 
the fubye ct, there is no need of entering iato a parucular examina- 
tion of it, to dhow the futility of his arguinenis an | conjectures. 
[¢ will be proper, however, to take notice of fome things. winch 
he has mentioned, as objechoas to the meaning of the new hea- 
Venus an | Hew cari nh. wiic f Nas beer how propoied. 

He argues, a this earth wall be only changed or renewed for a 
dwelin gp ace f > the rede ‘emed, from the words of the i Haluk, 
quote jin thee piitle t the Al aleasiaiie. *“* OF old halt thou laid the 
touadation of the earth; and tae neavens are the work of thy 
hands. * They fhali perifh, but thou, thale. endure ; yea, ail of 
them {hall wax old lise a garment; asa velture fhalt thou change 
them, 
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them, and they thall be changed.” Upon this it may obferyed, 
i. The heavens which were created in the beginning, compre~ 
hending all the vifible creation, fun, noon, and ftars are here faid 
to peri/h, and to be changed, as much as the eartr; which is con- 
trary to his fcheme. , Ce 

2. He has miftaken the meaning of the word change, as it is 
ufed here. To change a thing. may fometimes mean to alter it 
and make it better or worfe. But it is frequently, if not moft com- 
monly ufed, to denote a changing of one thing for another. And 
it is evidently ufed in this fenfe here. The heavens and the earth 
are to be folded together, as an old worn out garment, to perith, + 
to be no more heavens and earth; as a perfon folds up and lays 
afide an did garment, to wear it no more, and changes it for a 
new one. . | 7 

He argues, that this earth will be fo changed, as to be the eter- 
nal habitation of the redeemed, from what the apoftle Paul fays of 
the creation groaning in its fubjeCtion to vanity, not willingly ;- 
and in hope of deliverance into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God: and fays this cannot mean that deliverance which 
will be in the millennium, ecaufe the following words look be- 
yond that, to the general refurrection. ‘* And not only they, but 
even we ourlelves groan within ourfelves, waiting for the adop- 
tion, the redemption of our body.” But it does not appear that 
the deliverance of the faints mentioned in the laft words’ is the 
fame kind of deliverance, or will take place at the fame tite. with 
that of the creation, but the contrary. The apoftle having {poken 
of the creation’s groaning, being made fubject to vanity, and of 
the delivérance that was coming to it in the rhillehnium, goes on 
to {peak of the faints groaning and waiting in expectation of a yet 
greater and more gloriouis deliverance than that of thé creation, ii 
the refurreétion.ot their bodies to eternal life. 

The creation is reprefented as groaning for being fubje& to 
vanity, by the fins of men, by which they pervert and abufe the 
creature. When men fhiall become univerfally holy, to an emi- 
nent degrée, and the kingdom and dominion, and the greatnefs of 
the kingdom under the whele heaven {hall be given ro the people 
of the faints of the Moft High, the creature will be delivered from 
vanity and the bondage of corruption, and brought into the glori- 
ous liberty of the children of God. ‘This is all the deliverance the 
creation can have; for, after this, it will be burnt up. But the 
faints belong to the new heaven and earth, and their redemption 
in body and foul will be complete, when the old creation is no 
more. 

This writer thinks it evident, that this world is not the place in 
which finners till be finally deftroyed, from our Saviour’s faying, 
that the finally impenitent fhall be caft into everlafing fire, pre* 
Vol: dl. No: 4. dD pared 
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pared for the devil and his angels. He fays, “ this feems to 
intimate, that it was prepared foon after, if not previous to the 
fall of the angels.” P. gt.) And he thinks the bottom!e/s pit, which 
js mentioned in fcripture as exifting before the end of the world, 


' is the place to which all the wicked will bedfentenced at the day 


of judgment. 
Anfwer. The Redeemer does not fay when this fire was prepar- 
ed for the devil and his angels. e words are very confiftent 
with the fire being prepared, by the general conflagration; when 
the heavens and earth fhall be diffelved, and melt with fervent 


‘heat. The devil and his angels had been, from their apoftacy, re- 


ferved in chains, as prifoners, unto the judgment of the great day, 
and then they will be fentenced to the punifhment, which was now 
prepared for them by the heavens and earth being on fire, and 
thrown together iuto one liquid mafs of fire. As to the bottomle/s 
pit,we know neither what, nor where it is. The fame word in 
the original, is tranflated the deep. (See Luke viii. 31. Rom. x. 7.) 
Tt is never reprefented as a fire. It may be the place where the 
devid and his angels are confined, when God pleafes, as_prifoners 
in chains. It is the place where fata will be chamed and fhur up 
m the time of the millennium. There is good reafon to conclude, 
this is not the lake of fire into which the jevil and his angels, with 
wicked men, fhall be caft at the day of judgment, when the time 

of their proper and full punifhment fhall come. : 











DOCTOR HOPKINS VINDICATED. 


Remarks on the Piece, entitled, “* Remarks on Doéfor Hop- 
kins’ Enquiry into the Nature of true Holinefs. Theo- 
logical Magazine, No. 2. vol. II. page 135. 


T is much to be regretted, that, with a very fuperficial 
attention, perfons fhould undertake to difcufs fubjects 
of the higheft importance, and which involve eternal con- 
fequences. Yet this isthe profeffed character of the au- 
thor of Remarks on Doétor Hopkins’ Enquiry. ‘ Toen- 
ter into particulars,” he mentions, ‘‘ and to {peak on them 
with exactnefs, capable of induring critical inveftigation, 
would ingrofs too much time and attention to confift with 
my other engagements. I can, tlierefore, attempt no more 
than fome general thoughts which occurred to me while 
reading.” 
His firft objection is of a general nature. ‘* It feems 
to 
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to me as if he (Doétor Hopkins) does not fufficiently mark 
the diftinétion between man, as God made him, and man, 
as he hath made, or marred himfelf; fo that he fpeaks 
fometimes as if God’s work in creation needed mortifying 
and crucifying, as well as fatan’s work and image in the 
foul.”? It is anopinion maintained in the treatifes, that 
man, as God made him, or as innocent, does not exift; 


* that the divine image is loft from his nature; that as to 


moral affections he is totally.depraved, and only in this 
fenfe he is to deny himfelf ; or that a difpofition to regard 
only his own intereft, in which fin confifts, is to be morti- 

fied and crucified. veo 

The Remarker then proceeds to particular objections, 
and ftates, | 

1. “ Suppofe his fyftem to be fpeculatively, or philofo- 
phically true, it is too refined and fubtile for by far the 
greateft. part of mankind, even if they had leifure and ad- 
vantages for fuch ftudies.”? 

No enquiry which relates to the moral exercifes of the 
heart is {pecylative. Obfervations neceflary to diftinguifh 
different and oppofite affections, are not fpeculative; nor 
is it reafonable to fuppofe they are difficult to be under- 
ftood. It is of great importance, that different affections 
be pointed out and defcribed; without this, thofe which 
are holy cannot be recommended, nor thofe which are evil, 
cenfured. If fome who experience holy affections have 
not judgment to underftand the definition of them, it can- 
not follow that it is ufelefs to have them defined. There 
is no fubje@ which is more worthy of ftudy and pur- 
fuit. His . | 

2d and 3d. Objections do not apply to the doétrines of 
the book, but only to the expediency of certain diftine- 
tions, and of the manner of treating the fubject. They thall 
therefore be omitted. He remarks, 

4thly. “ Doétor Hopkins’ diftin@ion between loving 
Self as felf, and the love of our/elves, is too nice for my dull 
faculties. -In fhort, I cannot but think, after all, that we 
ought to love ourfelves as ourfelves; and I can form no 


idea of any otlier-way of loving ourfelyes.” This writer 
. thinks 
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thinks he underftands and condemns mere Selfifone/s, which 
was doubtlefs intended by Doétor Hopkins, in the expref- 
fion, loving /él/f as felf. The writer likewife thinks hae we 
ought to love wistehce and Doétor Hopkins is plainly 
of the fame opinion. If the Remarker, therefore, will re 
concile his own creed, or fhow on what principles he con- 
deinins felfifhnefs, and yet juftifies the love of ourfelves, he 
may {ee the meaning and confiftency of Doétor Hopkins? 
expreflions. On no other plan than the one Doctor Hop- 
kins has propofed will he be able to maintain hisown belief; 
for if mere {elfifhnefs be fin, then no degree of that kind 
of love can come in to a holy love for ourfelves, as it 
would contaminate it, dnd form an impure compofition. 
Under this article he remarks, “* The fcripture throws 
the blame on our love of the world, and the things that are 
in the world, our carnal mind, &c. Now, Doétor Hop: 
kins applies all this to felf-love, and fcarcely mentions the 
idolatrous love of the creature of which the {cripture is fo 
full.” Doétor Hopkins confiftently fuppofes, that the 
world, and the things in it, are loved inordinately by the 
wicked, from the improperexpeétation they entertain of de- 
riving happinefs from them, and that there is nothing difin- 
tereftedly bad in their affection. Were no pleafure expect- 
ed from the world, the wicked would riot love it at all: 
that they love it too much is therefore founded in felfith- 
ne(s; they firft make a God of themfelves, and regard things 
as fuited to their pleafure and pride. His 
5th Objection imports, “ That felf-love is a principle 
of nature, inoffenfive in itfelf; that in the wicked it has a 
‘epitet= direction, but that it is gratis diffum to aflert, the 
ove of the good man to himfelf is an oppofite principle.” 
The Remarker, in fuppofing, that felfifhnefs, and a holy 
love for felf, may not be oppofite principles, but the fame 
principle acting in different direétions, evidently miftakes 
the object of affection for the affections engaged by that 
objeét. In felfifhnefs, one’s felf is the object of love; and 
holy love for one’s felf has the fame object, yet the af- 
fections themfelves are different. Avarice is oppofed to 
liberality, yet both imply a regard for money; and withas 
much 
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much propriety might the Remarker fay, that avarice and 
liberality are not oppofite, Lecaufe a regard to money is ef- 
fential to both, as that felfifhnefs and true felf-love are not 
oppofites, becaufe felf is an object of each of the affections. 
The objeét may be the fame, and yet the affections exer- 
cifed towards it be different and oppofite. Selfifhnefs:no 
more refembles holy love than avarice refembles liberality, 
or than idolatry refembles true worfhip. ‘There is an ef- 
fential difference in the two affections ; they have refpeé& 
to the fame object, but arife from different.and oppofite 
principles. 

One idea fuggefted and unfolded by Doctor’ Hopkins, 
might have relieved the Remarker from much embarraff- 
ment, had he ferioufly regarded it ; and that is, that a love 
or defire of happinefs, or fenfe of its excellence, is common 
to all men; that it is part of the conftitution of nature, and 
is neither virtuous nor vicious. A perfon muft be confci- 
ous of the worth of happinefs, whether he bea fubject of 
it or not. The felfith perfon knows no higher happinefs 
than his own fafety and fuccefs. This is wrong, though a 
fenfibility to happinefs, or perception of its being agree- 
able, is inoffenfive. A defire of happinefs is not a felGith 
affection; it may be conneéted with a regard: to the prof- 
perity of others, as well as our own profperity. 

6. ** If we condemn all felf-denial for the fake of our 
own falvation, we fhall condemn much of the fcriptures.” 
Our own falvation, with every other individual interett, 
the fcripture allows us to feek in a fubordinate fenfe, and 
in proportion to its full importance. As the falvation of 
an individual is not the fupreme objeét of exiftence, no in- 
dividual ought to raife it to that dignity, and make it the 
ruling principle of defire: in this method he fhews mere 
felfifhnefs, making not the world, but God, fubordinate to 
his gratification and happinefs—a fubtle, but moft impi- 
ous {pecies of idolatry. 

Salvation effentially confifts in loving God, and being 
confcious that he will accomplifh all his pleafure. Denials, 
dictated by his will, and neceffary to our happinefs in ob- 


ferving it, are not the refult of felfithnefs: they do not ter- 
| minate 
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minate in felf, but-in the divine will; we may therefore 
deny ourfelves for the fake of falvation, and yet be difin- 
terefted. 

7. ‘ If there were a hell in which God and men were 
loved, and God adored in holinefs, grace might lead a man 
to be willing to go thither for the general good of the uni- 
verfe; but to Be willing to be eternally unholy, 1. e. eter. 
nally to hate God and man, is a fingular effect of difinter- 
efted love to God and man; and the fcripture requires if 
not, Chrift exemplified it not.’ 

It is the common fentiment of mankind, and plain as 
the fun at noon, that love is tried by. the fufferings, it is 
willing to undergo, as well as by the good it is defirous 
to produce; and in proportion to the greatnefs of the 
fuffering, the ftrength of the love is manifefted. To the 
Remarker it would, it feems, be a lefs evil to fuffer the 
pains of the damned than to exercife the difpofition of the 
damned. This is doubtlefs the opinion of every faint. 
If to hate God be the greateft perfonal evil that can be con- 
ceived, then, by confenting to it for the glory of God, and 
the general good, why do we not fhow the greateft ftrength 
of love to the divine glory and the general intereft. That 


a perfon fhould confent to be a fubject of fin and punith- 


ment, as evil, does not imply a love for them, but it im- 
plies a love for God, by whom thofe evils were appointed, 
and the higheft poffible regard to the general good. 

For one to fay, he is willing to be damned, is very dif- 
ferent from his referring the fubject to the divine decifion. 
In the former cafe he exprefles his election of damnation ; 
in the latter, his acquiefcence in the will of God: the word 
if is of effential confequence to a true underftanding of the 
do¢trine. God has the government of all creatures ; he deter- 
mines their exercifes, and will determine their final ftate : 


_the {criptures enjoin fubmiffion to the will of God in all its 


determinations from -love to him.'- Of this fubmiffion 
Chrift gave an example: he bare the punifhment of fin, 
from love not to that, punifhment, but to the divine will, 
which was wife and good. The accomplifhment of that 
will, and the advantages refulting from it, were his reward. 

Thus 
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Thus he was as difinterefted in his motives, as his fuffers 
ings were painful; and every one who refembles Chrift 
will confent to bear all the evil which may be laid u 
him, whether natural, or moral, making the glory of God 
the only ground of his rejoicing. To confent tobe fub- 
jects of everlafting guilt and punifhment, #f it fhould be the 
will of God, is referring our whole intereft to him, and 
implies neither the love of fin, nor the love of punith- 
ment, but is a humble fubmiffion to the fupreme and per 
feé& dominion of the Moft High God. : : 











Remarks on the Duty and Efficacy of Prayer, from the Pa- 
rable, Luke xviii. 2—8. particularly addreffed to Meet- 
ings of Prayer, for the Revival of Religion, and the Prof- 
perity of the Redeemer’s Kingdom. 


ERE was in a city, a judge which feared not God, nei- 
ther regarded man: and there was a widow in that city; 
and fhe came unto him, faying, avenge me of mine adverfary. 
And he would not for awhile: but afterepard be [aid within 
himfelf, though I fear not God, nor regard man, yet, be- 
caufe this widow troubleth me, I will avenge ber, left by 
her continual coming foe weary me. And the Lord faid, bear 
what the unjuft judge faith. And fhall not God avenge bis 
own eleE? who cry day and night unto him, though he bear long 
with them? I tell you that he will avenge them {peedtly. 

The inftruction of the parable refts on this principle, 
that meafures calculated to prevail with a bad character to 
do what is right, will have a much greater influence on a 
charatter that is good, becaufe fuch a’ charatter is difpofed 
from nature to perform what is beft. 

The unjuft judge was obliged, by office, to hear the 
complaints of perfons; he could not, therefore, refufe the 
repeated applications of the widow; yet he was not na- . 
turally inclined to be faithful, but was induced by impor- 
tunity alone to perform an act of juftice. God is the ob- 
ject of prayer. All creatures neceffarily depend on him, 
and from-him alone can receive the Bieffings they want? 


and he is infinitely juft and benevolent. If sada 
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had a prevailing influence on an unjuft judge, how certain 
mutt be its influence with God, and what encouragement 
“‘ to pray, and not to faint.” 

Before we illuftrate, mor¢ particularly, the efficacy of 
prayer, it may be proper to confider the obligation and na- 
ture of the fervice. 

Prayeris an exercife of defire, of which God is the objed. 
If there be any good to be produced, it is proper to defireit ; 
and if defire be proper, there is a propriety in referring it 
to God, fince he is the author of all the good that will be, 
as well as of all that is. ‘Fhus prayer 1s founded in the 
nature and fitnefs of things; is an exercife of defire for 

ood to come, and an exercife of defire to God, as the au- 
thor of that good. Defire for good to come is as proper 
as gratitude for good that is, or has been. Prayer, there- 
fore, is as fuitable as thankfgiving, or any exercife of a re- 
ligious nature. 

That prayer which has the encouragement of fuccéfs; 
implies that the fubjects of it be juft—fuch as we may 
confiftently defire, and which a perfect Being may con- 
fiftently beftow. Various fubjects are of this defcription. 

1. The glory of God, or the full difplay of his cha- 
racter to the contemplation and praife of intelligent beings, 
may juttly be defired, and therefore requefted in prayer. 

The character of God is but partly opened in the crea- 
tion, and yet the difplay of it is the only beauty of the 
world. His character is illuftrated in his providence, and 
will be fully manifefted in the plan of redemption by Je- 
fus Chrift. As it is our duty to confider and celebrate the 
divine character as difplayed in creation, fo it is: incum- 
bent on us, for the fame reafon, to defire that it may be 
further manifefted in his providence—perfectly exhibited 
in the accomplifhment cf the purpofes of his grace. 

If it be a bleffing that the divine charaéter is manifefted 
in any degree, then it will be a blefling to have it fully 
manifefted ; and there is the fame reafon for praying that 
God would accomplifh the plan of the gofpel, as there is 
to adore his wifdom, or praife his goodneis in the works 
of creation. 


2. It 
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_, 4. It is proper to defire in prayer every blefling whith 
coincides with the divine purpofes, or which is implied 
in a manifeftation of the divine character.. ry Mel 

_ The full difplay of the divine character comprifés all — 
good. All creatures and events are governed in fubfer- 
viency to this object, and there is no other which admits of 
fuch extenfive, cicke atiod and fuch exalted happinefs. 
It is not proper to requeft in prayer any thing, not expref- 
five of the character of God, and not included in his pur- 
pofes, becaufe the event would not be really good; but fo: 
tar as is adapted to thefe objects, we may defire the fuc- 
cefs of individual perfons, and the profperity of towns and , 
countries: on this aceount we may defire the fupport and 
profperity of the church at large, and of individual churches, 
and may pray for the accomplifhment of thofe promifes 
which include the reformatton and happinefs of mankind 
in general, when divine light fhall difpel the fhades of ig- 
norance and error, and in every heart the love of God 
fhall reign. ie | 
- An objection may here arife, that’ if we may requeft of 
God, only the manifeftation ot his character, and the at- 
eamplifhment of his own purpofes, then prayer is of no 
advantage; and to {peak of its efficacy is abfurd, fince the 
purpofes of God will be accomplifhed, though. prayer, 
fhould not be offered. 

It is ackriowledged, that: prayMidoes ‘not influence the 
Divine Being to form any new determinations, of to alter 
thofe he has,already made. Its prevalence does not-con- — 
fift in producing any change in him: it is. neceflary and 
of avail only as amedium of bleffings. 

God has determined thofe events to which our /aboars 
refer, as well as thofe to which our prayers refer: as his 
determination of natural events does not fuperfede the ne- 
ceflity of labour, neither does his determination of fpi- 
ritual fubjects fuperfede the neceflity of prayer. Worldly 
labours do not. produce the good with which they are fol- 
lowed; but are only a condition of: receiving them, and 
prayer 1s a medium of receiving {piritual bleflings. Were 
mankind univerfally to neglect labour, it would appear 
that it was not the divine purpofe to provide them with the 
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enjoyments of life, butto leave them to want and death; ~ 


and were they univerfally to: negle& prayer, it would be 
evident that it was not the divine perpofe to beftow on: 
that generation any fpiritual good. The accomplifhment 
of the divine purpofes, while prayer is neglected, denotes: 
only evil tothe world. As the obfervance or neglect of 
prayer isan infallible fign, either of good or evil to the 
children of men, prayer is equally prevalent as though. i¢ 
were a caufe of the bleffings that are requefted. 

There is encouragement to pray, becaufe it is proper to 
defire the produétion of good, and becaufe itis reafonable', 
to expe@ it under the government of God, and we may be 
certain of it from his promifes. 

Nothing is more certain and evident, than that God, in 
the courfe of his providence, is determined to make known 
his character, and to accomplifh the greateft poffible good: 
No other reafon than this can be given for the continu+ 
ance of tlre world; and this is the immediate object of the 
difpenfation of the gofpel. 

It is declared to be the defign of God, through all parts 
of his word—+ The Lord hath made all things: for him- 
felf, yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.” <* Of 
him, and through him, and to him, are all things.” 
* And fhall nat God avenge his own eleét which ery day 
and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 
tell you that he avenge theny fpeedily.” Our 
prayers for thefe bleffings will be of avail; as they will be 
a medium of bleflings to ourfelves, and: a-fign of the pro- 
dustion of all the good that is: defired: 

From what has been obferved we may infer the en- 
couragement of praying for the fuccefs of the gofpel, and 
the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. There is 
the higheft teftimony that thefe are objects of the divine 
adminiftration, fince they imply @ full difplay of the di-~ 
vine perfection. The churches of Chrift have continu+ 
ally been fupported: often have they been inlarged, and 
favoured with diftinguifhed profperity. Every other in- 
tereft on earth has declined: the glory of other focieties 
and.nations has faded like the feeble flower—As for the 
churches, the Lord has‘ feffered no man to do them 
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wrong; ‘but has reproved kings for their fake ;” they at 
prefent exift, and are the light and promifed glory of the 
‘world: the “* kingdoms of the world are to'become the 
kingdom of our Lord and his Chrift, and the ends of the 
earth are to fee his falvation.” 

The fuccefs of the gofpel, and the profperity of the Re- 
deemer’s intereft, ‘have been a fubject. of the defires and 
prayers of the faints inall ages. From the time the promife 
‘was given, that the feed of the woman fhould bruifé the 
ferpent’s head, it has been the deftre of the virtuoys and 
enlightened, to-fee the accomplifhment .of the divine pur- 
pofes. The Jewith difpenfation referred nat only to the 
coming of Chrift, but to the eftablifhment of his king- 
dom, and the perfect exercife of ‘his authority : and under. 
the gofpel it has been the continual defire of the faints, 
that the gofpel might have its.effect, and that the glory of 
God might be ,perfeétly difplayed in the character of his 
Son. | 
As the ‘faints, through fuch'a long fucceffion of ages, 
‘have prayed for the profperity of the Redeemer’s intereft; 
as it has-been the chief delight, and, in many inftances, 
the chief employment of their lives; what encouragement 
have we to perpetuate the prayer, efpecially fince God is 
infinitely benevolent, and hath .exprefily :promifed all the 
good for which we are direéted to afk. . 

If the faints, for along time, have requefted this good, 
there is.more reafon to hape it will be {peedily granted : 
we ought, therefore, to pray, and not to faint. Our 
prayers will be aimedium of bleffings to ourfelves, and, 
in due trme, will have their full effect in the removal of 
fin and forrow from the earth, and in the profperity of the 
kingdom of the Prince of Peace. 


~ 











ON MORAL AGENCY. 


A_ PIECE in the Theological Magazine, page \145, vol. ii. 
‘has raifed this queftion; Js a capacity to know our duty 


necefjary to moral agency ?—On this quftion I am willing to give 


my opinion, and the reafons. 
The meaning of the queftion I conceive to. be, whether a capa- 


city t¢-know eur duty or obligation in any cafe, be poreilery i 
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the exiftence of moral obligation in that cafe; and whether duty 
or moral obligation bind us any further than our capacity to Rnow 
ourduty ? In this fente of the q' reftir mn, | anfwer, that a cap acity 
to know our duty is neceMlary to mora! agency. 

Capacity is power and opportunity. Power to know our duty 
is (1e power of rational underftanding, and implies, ‘that the fub- 
ied? i§ a rational being ; and if capacity to know our duty be not 
neceffary to moral agency, neither is it néceflary, that we be pof- 
felled ot reafon. But we may be as ftupid as brutes, and yet be 
moral agents. Nay, brutes themfelves mav be moral agents. But 
as fome may ackn: jee lee the confequence, amd hold ‘that brutes 
are moral agents, let us attend to this before we proc eed. 

If neither a@ual knowledge of duty, nor a capacity to know it, 
be neceffary to moral agency ; not only will it folbow that brutes 
are moral agents, but nothing appears but that they are moral 
agents in as. high a degree as weare. The only reafons which 
canbe afligned why th: y are not moral agents im the fame degree 
that we are, are thefe; that we are capable of know: ng more, and 
in moft mftances do know more than they. Bat if neuher know- 
ledge, nor a capacity of knowledge be neceffary to moral gency, 
we may be moral agents in thre fan ne degree without as with them. 
If we knew, and were capable of knowing, no ‘more ‘than the 
brutes, we fhould be juft as accountable for all our conduct as we 
are now. Therefore brutes ave it the fame degree accountable 
as we are. ‘ 

It will be in vain to pretend, that brutes are moral agents of a 
lower degree, according to their lower degrees of knowledge and 
capacity. “This would imply, that mor rab agency depends on ca- 
pacity ; and the greater this is, the higher is the degree of moral 
agency acc ompanying it; and the fmaller the . capacity is, the 
lower is the degree of moral agency. ence it will follow, that 
if.there be no capacity of know! lelge in any degree, there is no 
moral agency. Buta’ capacity of knowledge i uy any degree is a Ca- 
pacity to know our duty in the fame degrees ‘So that, on this 
itate of the argument, either we may be moral ¢zents without any 
capac ity of Knowing any thing, and although we be as ttupid as 
a door nail, which is abfurd; or we are moral agents in the fame 
degree in which we poffefs a ‘capacity to know our duty, which fs 
all tor which I contend, 

Befides ; that the beafts are not moral agents is every where 
reprefented in feripture. Pfal. Ixxiti. 22. ** So foolith was I and 
ignofant ; ‘Ll was asa beaft before thee:” i. e. 1, though a rational 


creature and a moral agent, acted as it [ was as ignorant and ftupid 
as a beaft, who has no reafon or moral agency. But if beatts be 
moral agents, the argument feeiis to have no foree. For what 
wonder, if one who is a moral agent. and in the fame degree as 
anuther, thorld aét like that other? But that a rational being and 
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moral agent fhould.aé like one that is no moral agent, and has no 
reafon, is indeed wonderful. Prov. xxx. 2, ER Surely I am 
more brutifh than any man, and have not the underftanding of a’ 
man. I neither learned wifdom, nor have the knowledge of the 
holy.”’ If brutes be moral agents, they are as capable of the 
knowledge of the holy, as they are of moral agency.” Pfal. xlix. 
12. ‘* Man being in honour, abideth not; he is like the beats 
that perifh.” If beafts be moral agents, the fubjects of virtue and 
vice, and the proper fubjects of eternal rewards and punifhments, 
{urely they no more perifh than man. And can it be insagined, 
that if beafts were moral agents equaliy as man, equally account- 
able, and equally unmortal, they would have been given to man, 
ro be flaughtered by him for his meat? On this fuppofition, why 
fhould not man have been given to the beafts, to be their meat? 

Befides; if beafts be mora] agents, they are doubtlefs finners, as 
they difcover a general feltiihnefs, and fometimes fuch anger and 
revenge, asin moral agents is very far from perfect holineis.. But 
it they be finners, vile and polluted with fin, it would feem ftrange, 
that they fhould be made facrifices, typical of the pure and perfect 
facrifice of our Lord Jefus Chrift. . 

But to fay no more concerning beafts, if an incapacity of know- 
ing duty be not incontiftent with moral agency, natural inabilicy 
to do duty is not inconiiftent with it. For inftance, in my pre- 
fent fituation [ am incapable of knowing the laws of the Emperor 
ot China; and therefore, though | were one ot his fubjeéts, | thould 
be no more bound toa prefent obfervance of them, than if he were 
to make an edict, that | fhould fly to.the moon. If God were 
now to publifh in China the inftitation of a third facrament, for 
the general ufe of mankind, we here thould be immediately bound 
to obferve it, before we had any information of it, uniefs an in- 
capacity to know it free us from obligation to obferve it. On the 
fame ground the heathens, who have never heard of the Saviour, 
or of his facraments, are to be condemned and punithed for their 
unbelief in the former, and their negleét ofthe latter. If we had. 
no more knowledge nor capacity than horfes, why fhould we 
be more biameable than they, for any fenfual gratifiation? 

Capacity or power to know our duty, is neceffary to moral 
agency, for the fame reafon that the requifite means of inforima- 
tion concerning our duty in any particular cafe, is neceflary to 
moral obligation in that cafe ; for inftance, that baptifm and the 
Lord's fupper are of divine inftitution. Now, a capacity or power 
of underftanding fufficient to comprehend that information, is 
equally neceffary to the pofietion of the information, as the exter- 
nal means requifite for the information; and therefore it is equally 
neceflary to obligation to celebrate thofe divine inftitutions, as the 
external means of information, that they are of divine inititution, 
and thereiore obligatory. But I prefume none will deny, that the 
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erequifite external means of information with regard to the faera- 
anents, ate neceflary to obligation to celebrate them. For the 
dame reafon, capacity to -underftand that information is 

no the fame obligation, for it is a neceflary mean of information; 
aad foin all cates of duty. 

[ prefume it will be granted, that knowledge, dnd the 
and means of the knowledge of our duty, aggravate iin in. 
cafe, and that the lefs knowledge, and the lefs capacity for know- 
ing duty a perfon has, the lefsis his fin. Sin then 1s dimisithed 
in the fame proporiion as the capacity of knowledge j is. And why 
‘is it nor intirely extinguifhed when the capacity.is’ Surely fome 
fub@antial reafon muft be given to thow that this is not the, effect. 

Where no law is, there is notranfgrefhon. But cana law be 
faid to exift with regard to a perfon who has no power or capa- 
city to know the law? Suppofe Ged fhould fend us a Jaw written 
im the language of the Nawdoweffres, would it be a law withrrefpeét 
10 us, fo that, without any means of knowing ius contents, we 
fhould be bound to obey it? | prefume all candid men would fay, 
that it is no more law to us, or binding en us, without the neceflla 
means of knowing the tenor of it, than if it never had been made. 

It will not be denied, that no law is binding on a creature which 
js not a juft-and a good Jaw, iubfervient tothe general good ; and 
that (sod is incapable of enacting any other than Fach alaw. Now, 
is not alaw requ ring ferviees, which the creature, if he be ever 
fo attentive and candid, and though he be perfectly holy, is inca- 
pabic of underftanding, an unjuft law? And is it not manifeft, that 
{uch a law ‘wouki not be a good Jaw, and not fubfervient to the 
general good, or the plory of God? If fo, then God has never 
ruade fuch a law, and ean no mare make 1, than he can 
himfelt ; and therefore we neither are, nor can be under fuch a law; 
which is the fame as.to fay, we neither are nor can be bound to 
do any thing which we are incapable of knowing to be our duty ; 
becaule God is incapable of making a law requiring of us any fuch 
thing. 

Sins of invincible ignorance have hitherto been allowed to beno 
fins. But the primeiple which Lam oppofing is a direct contra- 
ction to that hitherto acknowledged maxim. 

‘Lhe {eriptures plainly fupport the fentiment for which I plead, 
Rom. i. 20,21. “ So that they are without excufe; becaufe that 
when they knew God, they glorified him not as ‘God, neither 
were they thankful;” implying, that if they had not known 
God, or had not had the means, opportunity, and capacity 
of that knowledge, they would not have been without excufe. 
—Verfe 18. “ The wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
‘againft all unrighteoufnefs and ungodlinefs of men, who held 
the truth in wnrig shteoufnefs,”” It feems then, that the wrath of 
God 1s not revealed Meese: thofe who do not hold the truth im 

unrighteoufnels, 























0a; 


any 
Ow- 


thed - 


why 
ome 
<t. 


i 


pa-~ 
ten 


we 
aN, 
ry 
ch 


Sa eT SS 








; 


’ On Maral Agency: 27H 
unrighteoufnefs, but are intirely incapable of holding i# Johm xv. 
24, “If [had not come and fpoken unto them, they had-not had 
fin; butnow they have no cloak for their fin.” Chap. im ga. “ Ié 

e were d/ind, ye {hould have no fin; but ye fay, we fee; there» 
fans our fin remaineth.”’ | 
I {hall now confider fome objeCtions to the fentiment for which, 
I plead: It is faid in the piece above referred: to, if by capacsty 
be meant fomething diftinct from all mental perception and know- 
ledge, and antecedent to all fuch perception, it is not ealy to 
difcern the influence which tis can have on, actual mental, ex- 
ercife, in determining its quality.” . The power of reafon in mam 
is fomething diftinét from mental perception and knowledge, and 
antecedent to it; and has not this an influence to determine the mo-. 
ral quality of the mental exercifes of thofe who poffefs reafon > 
A-beaft takes his chief pleafure in animal gratifications: fome mem 
do the fame. * ‘The laft are acknowledged to act a criminal, part 
ia this inftance; the firft are generally acknowledged to be inno- 
cent. The reafon generally given for the innocence of the latter 


. is, that they are not poffeffed of rational powers, And what other 


reafon can be given for it? or for the difference as to innocence im 
this inftance between beafts and men? If no other reafon, can be 
iven, this doubilefs is the true reafon; and if this be the true rea-. 
on, fomething, which is diftinét from mental perception and ante- 
cedent to’ it, has influence in determining the moral. quality of 
mentalexercife, whether we can difcern how it has this effeét or 
not. If reafon be not neceflary to moral agency, an oyfter may 
be as virtuous and holy as the apoftle Paul, or as wicked as. Judas. 
Will it be stimaials that madmeri and perfect ideots are as 
really accountable for their anger, malice, and revenge, as they 
would be, if they were in poffeffion of their reafon? Yet if they 
had the power of reafon, they would be accountable tor thefe ex- 
ereifes. Therefore fomething diftinét from mental perception and 
antecedent to it, would determine the moral quality of their ex~ 
ercifes: 

External means of grace, opportunities to. know the truth, and 
to be perfuaded to embrace it, have an influence to aggravate fin ; 
1. €. to determine the moral quality of exercifes of the heart; yet 
they are diftinét from thofe exercifes, and may be and commonly 
are antecedent to them. ’ 

It is further pleaded, that ** the fuppofition, that any, cither 
power or capacity, of this fort, has any fuch influence, would im- 
ply, that both virtue and vice depend on the nature and quality of 
their caufe.”” But the power of reafon, external means, oppor- 
tunities, the calls and invitations of the gofpel, &c. are not the ef 
ficient caufes of virtue or vice: they are, however, the occafions, 
or cau/a fine qua non, as itis faid. Therefore, though virtue and 


vice depend on the power of reafon, and, in many cafes, om 
extetnak 
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external mra4ins, opportunities, &c. yet they do*not depend on the 
nature and quality of their efficient caule. They do indeed de, 
pend on the nature of their /ubyeé?, fo that they cannot take pléed 
in a biock or a brute, as they can in a rational being. ; 

It is further faid, * the nature and quality of mental exercifes’ 
and pe rept jots areto be found in thote perc epuons, and belong 
to them.” © But if the exercife be me ‘rely animal, without a power 
in the fubje&t to know, that his animal affections ought to be go. 
verned by reafon, and a regard to the general good; to fay, that 
it is of a moral nature, as “when the fame animal affeétion exits 
in the mind of a rational being, is a mere begging of the queftion; 
and implies, that brutes are moral agents as well as men. Sa- 
preme felt-love, or felfifhnefs, is found in an ox, and itis found in 
aman. The nature and quality of this exercife, fo tar as is in- 
dependent of reafon and other things extrinfic to the exercife it- 
felf, may be the fame im both mnftances : yet it cannot .be afferted? 
that in both inftances they are equally vicious and deferving of 
»punifhment, 

The principal plea in all thefe objeGtions is, that what is dif- 
tin&t froma moral exercife and antec edent to it, can have no in- 
fluence on its moral quality. Butit is confeffed on all hands, that 
the knowledge of duty has an influence on ‘moral exercife, and 
greatly aggravates fin. ‘“* He that knoweth his matfter’s will, 
and doth it not, thall be beaten with many ftripes. ” For inftandé: 
he that kno*veth, that felfifhnefs is wrong, is more aggravatedly 
finful than he who has not that krowledze, and is the fubje& of 
the fame felfithnefs. But knowledge in this cafe is fomething dif- 
tinct from the moral exercife, and may be antecedent. tq it.— 
“Lheretore, the rhaxim of our auther, * that nothiig which is dif- 
nunc from moral exercite, and antecedent to it, has the leaft influ- 
ence in determining its natural quality,” does not held good. 

‘The whole queftion i 18, what is neceffary to conftitute a moral 
agent? A moral agent is a proper tubject of inoxal government; 
aixl moral government is a government by laws and fanctions, by 
offers, propofals, and rational motives. But how cair a being, 
who is not capable of knowing laws and fanétions, offers, pro- 
pofals, and rational motives, be the owe fubject of fuch go- 
Veriment f O. 


OLferva tions on the Attempt to pr ove the Moral Perfedttons 
of God from the Light of Nature, vol. ii. p. 15. 








UR author fays, ** it will be admitted, that when ~ 


the regard which men have for their own felicity, 

vr the good of their own perfonal being, does not exceed 
the quantity, and, in that fenfe, the merit of their ex- 
be iftence, 
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iftence, it cannot be criminal.” This is not admitted, 
becaufe it implies, that a man whofe quantity of exiftence 
is equal to 10, and who places all his happinefs in drank- 
ennefs and debauchery, may lawfully regard this his hap- 
pinefs, according to the quantity of his exifterice; ive. 
with a regard equal to No. 10. Therefore, this man, in 
regarding his carnal happinefs aforefaid, to the degree of 
10, is innocent, nay, is virtuous. Andif he have a 
neighbour whofe quantity of exiftence is equal to 5, and 
who places all his happinefs in the emotions and practicé 
of piety and virtue; the man firft fuppofed ought to re- 
gard his own happinefs in drunkennefs and debauchery 
twice as much as the happinefs of his neighbour confift< 
ing in benevolence and beneficence; and whenever the 
happinefs of the latter ftands in competition with that of 
the former, he may lawfully and virtuoufly facrifice it ta 
his own pleafure, in drinkennefs and debauchery.—And 
would not this make it lawful and virtuous for any man 
to facrifice to his Inft the chaftity of any woman of a 
quantity of being lefs than his own? On this principle, 
any man placing his happinefs in what he will, has a righ 
to facrifice to that happinefs the happinefs of any other 
man whofe quantity of being is lefs than his own; and 
provided Nero was pofieffed of a quantity of being fupe- 
rior to that of all Rome, and he took fupreme happinefs 
in feeing houfes and their inhabitants burning together, 
he would have done his duty in fetting Romie on fire, and 
fiddling while he contemplated the flames, and feafted on 
the dying fhrieks of men, women, and children. 

‘“< The fuppofition,” fays our author, “ that a finner 
** fhould be pofleffed of infinite being without a change of 
* heart, involves in it an abfurdity. The views and in- 
** tereft of a finner are privateand partial: in this confifts 
* felfifhnefs. This difunites and feparates him from being 
“* in general. But that a private and feparate intereft fhould 
** become infinite, and yet rettiain private and feparate, it 
“ is readily feen is naturally impoffible. That thofe af- 
“ fections which feparate the fubject from infinite being 
“ fhould become infinite, and ftill in their exercifes fepa- 
“ rate the fubjec from infinite being, is a manifett abfurd- 
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‘ity. Nothing can be more abfurd and inconfiftent with 
* itfelf than the fuppofition of an infinite private intereft— 
*¢ infinite felfifhnefs.”” On this I remark, 

1. The very queftion in debate is, whether God, an 
infinite being, be finful or holy; and to fay, that it is ab- 
furd to fuppofe that this infinite being is.a finner, is to af- 
fume the thing in queftion. Leet this be proved, and the 
point is fettled. 

2. When our author fays, ‘* The views and intereft 
“< of a finner are private and partial,” there is an ambigu- 
ity in his words. If he mean, that the views and inte- 
refts of a finite finner are detached from the intereft of the 
univerfe, I grant it; but if we fuppofe that this finite fin- 
ner becomes infinite, and infinitely exceeds all- other be- 
ings; though the fact is acknowledged to’be impofltble, 
yet, fuppofing it to take place, his views and intereft, 
though the temper of his heart remain the fame, are no 
longer detached from the intereft or happinefs of being in 
general, as he is now become:as it were the whole, and 
his intereft is, of courfe, the intereft of being in general. 
Or if we apply the expreffion laft quoted to the Deity, 
and fay, that his views and intereft,. fuppofing him to be 
finful, are private and partial, ftill this needs:explanation. 
If it mean that tlte views of the Deity are without bene- 
volence to other beings, I grant it; his views and aims 
terminate in thofe objects which are merely perfonal, not 
implying any good-will to others.. In this their finfulnefs 
confifts. But if it mean, that the views and intereft of 
the Deity are not the views and intereft of being in general, 
I grant that they are; becaufe, as he is an infinite being, he 
is’ being in general. Still his views and aims are the very 
fame in kind with thofe of every finner: all the difference 
is merely relative, as he ftands in the relation of a head to 
the univerfe, and is infinitely the greateft being, which 
they are not. ‘The ambiguity of the expreffion, then, is 
this; it may mean, either, that the views and aims:of the 
Deity are without berievolence to other beings, which is 
granted,. and in which there is ‘no abfurdity, fuppofing 
him to be an evil being’; or, that his views and aims afte 
mot the views and aims of being in general, which is not 
pretended, , 3. Our 
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». Our author fays, “this,” i. e. the circumftance that 
his views and interefts are private and partial, ‘* difunites 
<< and feparates him from being in general.” I deny that 
the fame love of honour, of eafe, and of private perfonal 
good, which are natural to.mankind, if they exifted in the 
Deity, would difunite and feparate him from being in ge- 
neral. Becaufe, as he is being in general, however felf- 
ifh he be, he is united to himfelf, and therefore united to 
being in general; unlefs by union to being in general be 
meant fomething more than the Deity’s bare love of him- 
felf, and.of his own happinefs, in whatever that happinefs 
confift. But nothing more than this is granted; and to 
fuppofe any more isto beg the queftion. 

4. Our author proceeds ‘* but that a private and -fe- 
* parate intereft fhould beeome infinite, and yet remain 
“< private and feparate, it is feen is naturally impoffible.” 
I grant, that nothing finite can deceme infinite. But the 

ueftion is, whether the intereft of an infinite being may 
not be felfifh, and, in that fenfe, private and separate 
from the intereft of all other beings: not whether it may 
be feparate from the intereft of being in general, mcelud- 
ing the infinite being; becaufe the infinite being infinitely 
exceeds all others taken together, and he himfelf is being 
in general. What does our author mean by private and 
feparate intereft? If he mean an intereft feparate from 
that in which being in general in faét does place its hap- 
pinefs, I grant that it is naturally impoffible that the 
Deity fhould have a private and feparate intereft. But if 
he mean an intereft which is feparate from that in which 
being in general ought to place its happinefs, which in- 
cludes no benevolence to others, which does not compre- 
hend the intereft of others, but is oppofed to it, as it Is 
perfect felfithnefs; to fay, that it is impoffible that, the 
Deity fhould have fuch an intereft as this, is to beg the 
queftion. ; 

5. It is fuppofed by our author, that true virtue confifts 
in a regard to the happinefs or intereft of being in general. _ 
But this is as ambiguous‘as any phrafe on which I have re- 
marked. If that definition mean Jenevolence, and a re- 


gard to the happinefs of others, fo far as that happinefs is 
confiftent 
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confitent with benevolence; I allow it to bea true defini- 
tion. But if being in general place its happinefs in ex- 
ceffive animal gratifications, in pomp and vain glory, in 
Jove of perfonal eafe and enjoyment, without benevolence, | 
or in tormenting others; to regard or with well to fuch 
happinefs of being in general, is no virtue; it is vice; it 
is to with well to wickednefs; nor is it true benevolence: 
True benevolence is to with the beft, pureft, and‘highett 
kind of happinefs to being in general. But the happinefs 
above defcribed, is very far from the beft, pureft, and 
higheft kind. Therefore, to with well to fach happinels, is 
to oppofe true and real benevolence. - | 
6. Our author proceeds ; ** That thofe affections which 

“< feparate the fubject from infinite being, fhould become 
* infinite, and ftill, in their exercifes, feparate the fubject 
“ from infinite being, is a manifeft abfurdity.” But i8 
there any abfurdity in the fuppofition, that the infinite 
Creator of all fhould be the fubject ‘of infinitely ftrong love 
to himfelf, and his own private happinefs, without any 
benevolence to his creatures ;" and thus, that this felf-love 
fhould feparate him from his creatures? I pretend not 
that this felf-love would feparate the Creator from hims 
felf, andsfo from infinite being,’ unlefs it be in this fenfe, 
that it would feparate him from that happinefs which, if 
he had a relifh for it, would’ afford him a far greater, 
more pure and rational enjoyment than‘ that of which, in 
this argument, he is fuppofed to be the fubje@. If it be 
obferved, that the Deity fhould be the fubject of an in- 
finitely ftrong affection, which in this fenfe feparates him 
from himéelf, or from that which ought to be his intereft, 
and is his true intereft, let it be pointed out. — , 
7. “ Nothing can be more abfurd and inconfiftent with 

“ itfelf, than the fuppofition of an infinite private intereft 
«< infinite felfifhnefs.”—The¢re is here ftill the fame am- 
biguity in the word private. If infinite private intereft 
mean an intereft feparate from that of the Deity, and fo of 
being in general, | grant that there can he no infinite pri- 
vate intereft. But if it mean an intereft fepatate from the 
intereft of others, i. e. creatures; to fuppofe that the De- 
ity cannot have fuch an intereft, is to take for granted the 
very 
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very thing in difpute. Alfo to fuppofe, that the Deity 
is not the fubjeét of an infinitely ftrong attachment to his 
own private perfonal happinefs, without benevolence to 
his creatures, which is felfifhnefs, is in like manner to 
take for granted the thing in difpute. 

‘© If the Divine exiftence is fo unlimited that the fup- 
*© pofition. of an addition to the quantity of exiftence in 
‘* the univerfe is inadmiffible, God’s benevolent regards to 
“‘ his own infinite being muft, of courfe, imply benevo- 
“lence to being in general, comprehending the created 
* fyftem.” This isa very important propofition, the very 
propofition in difpute; but where is the proof? If this 
be proved, the difpute is fettled. The author feems to 
fuppofe, that if it be granted that che Divine infinity is fach, 
that the quantity of exiftence is incapable of increafe, it 
follows, of courfe, that God’s benevolence to himfelf, is 
benevolence to the created fyftem. Though infinite ex- 
iftence, in a certain fenfe, cannot be increafed, yet God and 
his creatures are not one and the fame. Therefore, benevo- 
lence to one does not imply benevolence to the other.. For 
God, to have benevolence to himfelf, is to wifh happinefs 
to himfelf. But this does not imply, that he wifhes hap- 
pinefs to his creatures-—-So that the main point is yet to 
proved. O. 


t 








at. 


THE VARIETY.—No. XX. 


The diredi Road to Happine/s in a conjugal State; illuftrated 
in feveral Letters to @ newly married Couple of profeffing 


Chrifiians. 
| LETTER IL 
MY DEAR FRIENDS, 


REJOICED to hear of that event of divine providence in 

which, by joinifg your hands, you teftified the union of your 
hearts. It is hoped, that you firft gave yourfelves to the Lord, 
and then to each other by the will of God. ‘Fo do thus, was but 
to aét correfpordently with the diétates of reafon, and the profef- 
fion‘of religion you formerly made. 

Iris common on fuch occafions to with the newly married pait 
MUCH joy. But much joy is not always the confequence of 
foiming hands, and entering upon a married ftate... There 1s too 
much room for applying Dogtor Watts’s poem, entitled, Zhe few 
happy matches, to the marriages of the prefent age in’ our a 
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» Let public happinefs be confidered as the-intereft of God. Let 
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And to this day there is occafion for his exclamation in the Indigg 
philofopher, 
“ But Oh! the crouds of wretched fouls, 
Fetter’d to minds of different moulds, 
And chain’d t’ eternal ftrife.” 


And, to the reproach of chriftianity it muft be granted, that toe 
many of thefe crouds of wretched fouls are to be found among the 
profeffed followers of Chrift, the Prince of Peace. Such events 
are much to be lamented. And it is worthy of confideration, 
whether churches in general are not deficient as to fuitable endea- 
vours to fupprefs fuch diforders and irregularities. 

I would not merely, in a formal manner, wifh you much joy; 
but, with a heart to delight in the happinefs of my fellow creatures, 
1 would point out to you the dire&t way to obtain it; and urge 
your compliance by fome ferious confilerations. 

It is but folly to expect much yoy without much care to obtain 
it. As well may the hufbandman expect a rich harvef? without 
labour, as the married couple much happine/s without care. 

Your firft concern fhould be, to fecure the divine benediction, 
by treating God with becoming refpect. He is the Potter, and 
we are the clay. He has the difpofal of our circumftances for 
time and for eternitv. He can fill your cup with much joy, and 
he can fill it with much Jorrow. He can make you /appy in 
poverty, or he can make you wretched in the midft of plenty, 
His friendthip and bleffing muft, therefore, be of ineftimable im- 
portance. ‘To fecure thele, or to infure the continuance of them, 
you have only to treat him with becoming refpect. 

As you are, and ever will be, wholly bor mutually dependent 
on God, it appears fuitable that you fhould offer to him, in a united 
manner, your morning and evening facrifice, by humble contef- 
fion of your daily fins, thankful acknowledgment of daily mercies, 
and bumble fupplication for the continuance of divine ‘bleflings, 
{piritua! and temporal. But let not your family devotions be re- 
duced to mere formality, which is folemn mockery. Eves realize 
that God is a fpirit, and that thofe who worthip him acceptably, 
worthip in {pint and in truth, 

But what is ufually called family worfhip is not the only thin 
implied in treating God with becoming refpe&. He is a great a 
omniprefent God, and is worthy of being reverenced in every place, 
and on all occafions. 

Let your refpeé for God appear by a due attention to his word. 
Confult it daily and devoutly, and let it have a governing influ- 
enee on all your conduct. 

Manifeft your regard for God alfo, by a due refpect for his fad 
mily and his intereft. Let all.creatures fhare in your benevolence; 
and let the friends of God be, the objects of your complacency. 
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this be the great fource of your delight. To this cheerfully de- 
vote all your talents, and*fubordinate all your purfuits. 

Moreover, to treat God with becoming refpect, you thould eye 
his hand in all the difpenfations of his providence. And maniteft 
that you have full confidence in his character, by a cheerful, hym= 
ble, fubmiffive, and thankful deportment. : 

I have many things to write unto you: teo many to be com- 
prehended in one lewer. Jf the Lord wiil, I fhail foon write 
again. In my next | {hall attempt to exhibit the line ot conduct 
which you muft purfue, in your treatment of each other, in order 
to infure MucH joy. For the prefent 1 mult leave you wit: 
God, and bid you adieu. —_ — 
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THE VARIETY.—No. XXI. 
The dire& Road to Happine/s in a conjugal State. 


LETTER IL. 


MY DEAR FRIENDS, _ 
Mie JOY was the obje& of your joining your hands; 


that you may poffefs it, is the object of my —— to —_ 
And tuchis my confidence in your characters, that I: am free trom 
fear of giving you offence by indulging freedom of thought and 
plainnefs of ipeech. 

Without recapitulation, I thall now proceed to lay before you, 
the line of conduc you: muft purfue in your treatment of each 
other, in order to obtain the defired obje&t. The apoftle rene 
under the influence of the divine fpirit, did not think this fubj 
unworthy of his attention. His inftructions are, fummarily, com- 
prehended in thefe words : “* Neverthelefs, let every one of you, in 
particular, fo love his wife, even as himfelf; and the wife fee that 
the reverence her hufband.”’ And this fummary, I conceive,com- 
prehends all the following direCtions. : 

1. Let a defire for toch other’s happinefs govern: all your con+ 
duct. Feel towards each other as being one fleth, as having one 
intereft, and one happinefs. Such fhould be your governing feel- 
ings, that the happinefs of the one fhould be a fource of joy and 
delight to the other. Exevcifing fuch a temper; you will ftudy to 
render yourfelves more and more agreeable to each other, and to. 
pleafe each other in every thing, fo'tar as you can confiftently with 
keeping a good confcience towards God. 

It may be prefumed, that while you were endeavouring to gain 
each other’s efteem, in order that the event of marriage thould 
take place, to render yourfelves agreeable, each: to the other, was 
an object of particular attention. Such care and attention thould 
Gill be maintained if you would now poffefs much joy. Kach one 
avoid, as much as poflible, whatever would be a matter of grief 

or 
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or Offence to the other. If the hufband loves his wife even ag 
himfeit, ant has her happinefs for a fource of his own joy, fie! 
will not needleDy difturb her comfort, any fooner than he would 
injure his own felicity. The fame will apply with refpe& tothe 
combat of che wife towards her hufband. 

Governtd b; fuch a temper, you will exercife the tenlereft 
fympathy for each other, and, as much as poMible, help to bear 
oné another’s burdens. Such tendernefs will freeten tae cup of 
afaicion, and greatly alleviate unavoidable fufferinzs. 

2. Take care to obtain due government of your natural paf< 
fiows, and each ftudy che natural turn and temper of the o. her. 

Beware of indulging a peevith or fretful temper, and of form 
ing 2 peevith or fretful habit. Ir you are now ciear of fuch ene- 
mies to conjugal happinefs, be upon your watcir chit they never 
enter your breafts. If you are not clear of them, now labour té 
fubdue them without delay. The fruits of fuch a conquett will 
richly recompenfe your pains in the conflict. But if theie ene~ 
mies prevail over you, happinefs will, in a great meafure, leave 
your abode. \ 

“here is a great diverfity among mankind as to natural turts 
and tempers of mind. And, in many inftances, im this refpe 
men and their wives are not equally yoked together. How it may 
be with regard to you, my friends, | cannot jay; probably tome 
diverfity may be diicavered 

Having acquainted yourfelves with each other’s natural turn and 
paffions, endeavour to affift each other in obtaining felt-goverss 
ment. Avoid as much as poffible all irritating language and coms 
duct, and uever lofe fight of thefe words of Mr. Pope ; 


“* For every trifle fcorn to take offence; 
“ This always fhows great pride or little fenfe.” 


And be careful, that you are never both angry at the fame time: 
This advice, itis faid, was given by King James to his fon, at the 
time of his marriage: and it is worthy to have influence on your 
conduct. It will be a happy thing if, when one is angry, the 
other fhould be in a fweet and comfortable temper; that fof 
words may be ufed to turn away wrath. 

3- It is fometimes the eafe, that the hufband and wife differ m 
religious fentiments, orrather in fentiments about religion. If this 
be your lot, or dhould this be your lot, let it be the care of each 
to lie open to conviction, frecly to communicate what appears to 
be light, candidly to hear and impartially to examine, and mutu- 
ally to feek to God for inftru€tion. Each allow the other the pre 
vilege of private judgment. Let not fatan get an advantage againft 
you to alienate your affections from each other. Unhappy ts the 
lot of hufband and wife, when diverfity of fentiment produces dif+ 
cording affeftion, hatred, and angry difguten 
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When I began this letter, I expected it would include all I 
fhould write as direétions for your conduct cowards each other. 
Bue the farther I advance, the mare ipacious the field appeats. 
Some further direétions are in referve for another epiftle, and ull 
you receive them, | wifh you MucH Joy. —_— 











THE VARIETY.—No. XXII. 
The dire? Road + Happinefs in @ conjugal Staite. 
LETTER Ut. ~ 
MY DEAR FRIENDS, 
Y laft letter contained three particulars by way of divec- 
N tion refpecting your conduct towards each other. Andaf 
you have redyced them to pratice, I doubt not that MUCH JOY 
has been the confequence. I now proceed in my defign, and 
gbferve, 

4. You fhouk have a due refpect to that part of the divine law 
by which pre-eminence and fubordination are eftablifhed between 
a man and his wife, We have no reafon to. difpute the wifdem 
of God in ordaining that the man fhall be the head, and that the 
woman fhall be in fubjeGtion. And .it is prefumed, that this dif- 
tin€tion in no wife interferes with what was contained in the pre- 
ceding letter; and that all which is implied im this eftablifhment 
may be reduced to practice without any detriment to conjugal hap- 

inefs, . 
" The pre-eminence allowed to the man gives hima right to go- 
vern. But the queftion is, How ‘fhall he govern’ | anfwer,, im 
confiftency with bis loving his wife even as himfelf. And incoa- 
fifteney with the manner in which Chrift governs his church, 
For the man is the head of the woman even as Chrift is the Head 
of the church. i, therefore, we can. findout how Chrift, go- 
verns the church, and how.a man ma% govern his wife.contiftently 
witht loving her even as himfelf, we may fee how he owg4t to go- 
vern. : - ob diy 

But without further inquiry, it is, obvious, thang having the 
right of governmensimplies no right to act the part of a.tyramg tox 
wards his companion; wor to lay upon her any unteafonable 
commands or burdens. But he mult govern. with reafon. and 
with kindnefs.’ He is to confider his wife as the wes*er vefiel, 
and to have due refpeét to her capacity in all the injungtions lic 
lays upon her. And as women are, by the laws of nature, fub- 
jected to peculiar trials, men, by the laws of reafon, and the laws 
of God, are required to treat them with peculiar cendernefs and 
fympathy. Mander 

But as the man has authority, the woman is bound motto de- 
{pife it, nor trample upen it. Bur, onthe contrary, it becomes: 
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her to obey with a willing mind. She is not, on any pretence; 
to affume the government, nor attempt to wreft it from the hands 
of her hufband. It is, indeed, fometimes the cafe, that the wife 
is poffeffed of the greateft fhare of difcerament. But this does 
nut-give her the right of "ge yee Nor is the to improve 


her fuperior difcernment for the purpofe of wrefting the autho- 
rity froin the hands of her hufband; but for the purpofe of 
afiifting him to govern with prudence and diferetion. If, in any 
matter to be done, or propofed to be done, the wife differs in 
judgment from her hufband, as to the expediency of it, propriety 
and happinefs require that the hufband fhould patiently hear the 
opinion of his wife, and her reafons to fupport it. But if after this, 
their minds are ftilldifferent, itis the duty of the woman to fub- 
mit toher hufband, and to God; excepting fuch cafes, in which 
obedience to her hufband would imply rebeilion againft her 
Maker. : 

All the injunétions of the hufband fhould be addreffed with fucly 
prudence and tendernefs, as to evidence that he loves his wife even 
as himfelf. And the obedience of the wife fhould be fo ready and 
cheerful, as to evidence that fhe reverences her hufband, and has 
pleafure in fubmiffiorr to his will. 

As all hufbands and wives are, in-a greater or ova ‘bee im- 
perfect, they fhould be careful to draw the veil of friendly affec- 
tion over each other’s failings. Each fhould be ready to put the 
moft favourable conftruction upon the conduct of the other; and 
endeavour to conceal each other’s failings from the view of the 
world. Forbear all angry reproaches and revilings, boyh when 
by yourfelves, and before others. But practice ao friend] 
and faithful admonition and entreaty. Let fuch freedom exift, 
thateach can, without fear of offending, tell the other of faults 
and imprudencies.. Ever be ready to confefs in a humble manner, 
when convinced of wrong; and freely forgive one another, as 
God for Chrift’s fake'forgtves the penitent. 

Finally, as you expe& to live beyond the grave, ever conduc 
with due refpe& to future happinefs, and endeavour to p*omote 
each other’s ipiritual good. Aind’ take heed that your prayers be 
not hindered. 

In my next cpiftle I fhiall endeavour to enforce thefe directions 
by fome fertous motives and confiderations. Adieu. — — 








THE BENEVOLENCE OF THE GOSPEL. 
, $34 No. L 
Mr. Eprror, 


I* page 157 of your Magazine, are the followin queftions : 
*« ‘The goipel is acknowledged to be a fyftem of Sees bene- 


vulence, Reventance and faith are dyiies which originated wholly 
in 
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The Benevilence of the Gofpél. 291 
in this ‘fyftem: for under the law there was.no place for repent- 
ance, and the only. object of evangelical faith is Chrift, as this 
Saviour of finners. 

Queftion. If fufficient grace to produce the exercifes of faith 
-and repentance is afforded only to an elect few, and the 
enjoins thefe duties on all, is it not, in the event, a lefs benevolent 
fyftem for mankind than the law? pidin a 

' Queftion. Is it not, under the. above condition, better, for the 
greater part of men never to-hear the gofpel, fince it regards mag 
as fallen and hopelefs, yet enjoins upon. him new duties, without 
affording him the males aid to perform them? | | 

Anfwer. It is fuppofed, that by the law is meant the moral law. 
Faith and repentance are as much required -by the, moral law as 
by the gofpel. ‘The law and gofpel are perfectly harmoniaus in their 
requirements. Every evangelical duty becomes.a duty required 
by the law alfo, the firft moment a gofpel is revealed. The law 
requires men to love Ged with the whole heart, in all the mani- 
Sftations he hath, .or ever will make of himfelf. Faith and re- 
pentance are. exercifes of love, which become. proper by a gofpel. 
revelauion. , 

The duties required by the Jaw may increafe in number, as 
«God continues to unfold ‘to the knowledge of .creatures his own 
-charaéter, his will, the nature of his kingdom, and their relations to 
himfelf and toeach other. The original moral law will.as much . 
condemn finners of mankind, for.their want of. faving faith and 
repentance, as it did Adam for the fin he:committed. 

In the ages to come, God may bring to. the knowledge of crea- 
tures fome new relation to himnéelf or others, ‘which hath been hi- 
therto hid; .or the progrefs and growth of created exiftence may 
lay a foundation for new relations which cannotnow fubfift. .. In 
fuch a cafe, new modifications of the great apd original,duty of 
love may arife; but ftill it will be preper,to fay, new. modi- 
fications of duty are required: by the original aporal law. : 

And in the fame fenfe, it may now be faid, that.faah and ne- 
pentance are as much required by the Jaw as by the gofpel ; ‘and 
that the unbeliever will be condemned by.both. The devils have 
no grace granted them; ‘ftill they are under the fame obliga- 
tion to love as they ever were ; and their obligation will increafe 
with their doétrinal knowledge of the divine :charaGter: ‘Their. 
knowledge of God’s charaéter, and, of courfe, their obligation 
to love him, hath doubtlefs been increafed by a revelation of the 
gofpel to fave finning men; ftill it cannot be inferred that the gof- 
pel is not benevolent, or that God’s government of the univerfe 
is lefs benevolent than it would have been without a gofpel. The 
law of Gad is exceeding broad, and requires all able di 
fitions, affections, and actions, from all creatures through eternity. 


Jt is reafonable, thofe who are invited to falvation from mifery, 
through 
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thrungh repentance and faith mChrift, thould: comply; and there. 

fore the law condemns them for not complying with a reafonable 
. 


fervice. 


Thefe things are obferved, becaufe, the manner of ftating fed 


by the propofer, feermsto imply, that faith and repentance 
are not new required by the moral law. He tells us, that “ wnder 
the law there was no place for repentance.’”’ If by repentance be 
fimply mean: a loathing of fin, and turning of the heart to God, 
this was a duty before the publication of the gofpel; and the tea- 
fon of the duty was, that fim is in its tendencies deftructive, and 
holinets beneticial co mzlhgent happimets. 

It by repentance be meant a loathing of fim, and turning of the 
heart to God, with expeétation of being thus forgiven, this ori- 
@inates in the gofpel; but the reafon of the duty remains {till the 
fame. 

. leis not the fole or even principal reafon of the duty of repent- 
ance, that we may thereby be delivered from pumfimment ; for if no 
fuch deliverance were pofhble, would ftill be as reafonable that 
-we fhould torn from what is wrong, and cleave to what is right. 

adly. The propofer of the queftions inquires, whether the gof- 
gel be prot a tefs bemevolent fyttem for mankind than the law, be- 
caule tt enjoins new duties withoat affording the neceflary aid-to 
all men to perform them. Qa which | obferve-—~The law not 
afford the neceflary and efficacious aid to perform the duties en- 
joined on thofe who veceive it. If it did, mo creature would ever 
have finned, for without a law there can be no fin. 

it was the bofineis of the law to inform creatures what their 
duty is, and the confequences of not doing it, and not to give them 
the neceffary aid for pertormance. Adam received the law, 
but this did not give ‘hima efficacious aid to continue in obedience; 
it was fo alfo withthe fallen angels. 

The only.aid that the law gives to creatures m performing their 
duty, is information in what their daty contitts; and this the gol- 
pel gives to every creature who hears it. 

It the law tequires ail the fame duties as are required by the gof- 
pel, and doth not give the neceffary aid to pertorm them, I think 
the confequence follows, that the is not, on any event, to 
thofe who-hear it, a lels benevolent fyftem than the lew. 

qdly. The propofer of the queftious appears to me not to have 
a competent idea of the nature of benevolence, or what it is ‘that 
thakes a fcheme ofduty, revealed by God to his creatures, 2 be- 
nevolem Orie. The benevolence of a fcheme of duty, revealed 
by Godto any particular numberof his creatures, or the firuation 
in which he places thofecreatures, doth not arife either from the 
improvement they will make of them, or fromany effects that fol- 
low in the ftate of individeals. 

It may fairly be faid, that God is more benevolent in pronting 
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@ pichtiful harveit-than a poy one; yet the plentifuinefs of a 
harveft may be te milipproved means: of mtemperance and li- 
centioufnels. The natural means of. promoting created happinefs 
ave marks of benevolence in the giver. , 

The moral jaw is a jaw of-benevolence; and it is no evidence 
againft the benevolence of the lawgiver -or of the jaw, thanGod 
did not, by his Almighty power, make all creatures continue to 
obey it. The lew enjomed certain duties; and we may as well 
fay, that the law was deftitute of ali benevolence ; that is, erued 
and tyanniedl; becaule it did not make all creatures, 
obey it; as we may thatthe gofpel is Icis benevolent than the Jaw, 
becaufe all men do not obey the gofpel. The sruth is, that the 
benevolence, either of the law or-gofpel, doth not arife from the 
improvement that individuals, or any number of individuals, will 
make of them; but from their general and ultimate tendency, to 
promote the quantity of happinefs im the imtelligent fyftem. B 
this rule alone, the infinite wifdom of God is guided, in the dif 
penfations of his government. | 

There is more hap inefs in the intelligent univerfe with a moral 
law, than there could have been without one; at the fame time, 
the neceflury and efficacious aid to keep the law may be denied :to 
fome, and they will be more miferabie than # no law had heen 
given; ftill God is more benevolent in giving than he would have 
been in denymg a law. ‘ 

So, with tefpect to the gofpel, ‘There is morehappincfs in the 
intelligent univerfe with a gofpel, than there could haye been if 
all had been left to perifh under the penalty of the law: {till fome 
individuals, through mifimprovement, may be wore mifcrable than 
#t there had been no gofpel, 

The mcreate of thew mifery is no argument igainf the benero- 
leace of God in the gofpel difpeafation, as long as the fum of 
happinefs in the intelligent univerfe willbe promoged by it. The 
fame reprefentation, which is ufed to ‘infinuaie,.that the gofpel dif- 
penfation is }efs benevolentthan the tegal, unlefs all men are faved, 
may be ufed toxprove the degal difpeniation lefs benevolent than st 
would have been to give mo jaw. and thus, at once, dafh moral 
virtue or holinefs out of the univerie. 

The good or increafe of happinefs in the intelligent univerfe, is 
the rule by which benevolence muft be judged and meafured; and 
not the improvement which individuals make of the natural advan- 
tages and opportunities for their-own happinefs; and bythe true 

-pule of trial at will appear, ‘that God was irinitely benevolent in 
giving both the law and gofpel, and he will .alfo ‘be benevolenvin 
tivally punthiag thofe who,dilehey them. - 
qthly. The propofer fays, “is it not, under the. above cossli- 
tion, better for the greater part of men never to hear the cole " 
The thought @ehath ‘here introfuced is very fokemn, and ‘full of 


warning 
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294 On Free Difeuffion. 


rvarning to impenitent men. It ought to be remembered, that 
thofe who continue to fin-under golpel light, will come toa more 


aggravated condemnation, than if there had been no gofpel. This 
warning is often mentioned by Chrift and his apoftles. Such per- 
fons fin againft greater knowledge of God and their duty, are 
more guilty, and deferve greater punifhment. It is the fame with 
all the bleffings of this world.—The greater blefiings men receive, 
the greater guilt there is in a .mifimprovement. “But doth men’s 
ungrateful and unwife improvement of .divine benefits deftroy the 
benevolence of God in giving? By no means. | 

Let all be very careful how they mifreprefent or difobey the 
doétrines and duties of the gofpel. | 





ON FREE DISCUSSION. 


OBSERVE in tl e Magazine, feveral letters on free 
difcuffion. 1 believe in the right of free difcuffion as 
much as any man. Every man has a right,to publifh his 
own fentiments on moral and religious fubjeéts, in-any way 
which does not interfere with the fame right of others. 
But it does not follow from this right, that if my neigh- 
bour is publifhing a book cantaining his religious fenti- 
ments, I have a right to infift on publifhing my fentiments 
too in the fame book: this would be to infringe on the 
right of free difcuffion, and the liberty of the prefs. How- 
ever, I have a right to publifh my fentiments in another 
book. And fuppofe my neighbour chufe to publifh his 
fentiments in the form of a Magazine, of which he is the 
fole author, “and he folely bears the expence; have I a 
right, becaufe it is in the ufual form of a Magazine, to 
crowd my fentiments into it? No; [have aright to pub- 
lifh another Magazine, modelled to my own mind, and 
containing my own fentiments; but not to interrupt my 
neighbour as to the form or’contents of his work. Or if 
twenty men agree to publifh 2 Magazine on fuch a plan 
as is agreeable to their wifhes, and containing fuch com- 
pofitions as they wifh to exhibit to the world, no other 
man or men have any more right to interrupt their defign 
by crowding their fentiments or compofitions into the 
Magazine, than if it werewholly written and fupported by 
one man. Any fet of men have a perfect right to fet up 
another 
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atiothor Magazine, or any other publication, and conduct 
it agreeably totheir own minds. On thefe principles and 
on no other, the rights of man will be fecured, and the 


mott free difcuffion indulged. 
oO. 











LITERARY CRITICISM. 


Mr. Epiror. 
HAVE feen few, or no remarks, in. your Magazine, 
of the nature of literary criticiim. Perhaps its title, 

and defign may be confidered as precluding them. If in- 
genious reafoning, and devotion, were the only things con- 
templated by its projeétors, no place may be found for re- 
marks of this nature. But, as a work of this complex. 
ion muft be. literary, as well as theological, they oughe 
not, in my opinion, to be excluded. . They fhould rather 
be folicited. All reafoning muft be communicated by 
words; and confequently in a ftyle granimatical, or un- 
grammatical; perfpicuous, or confufed; neat, or flovenly. 
For my own part, I with to fee every piece prefented in 
your Magazine not only replete with fentiment or devo- 
tion, but correct in its compofition. The reputation of 
American literature is fomewhat concerned in it. The 
Magazine is read by many good judges, not only of 
the matter, but of the manner of the work. It may be 
read by more. It feems that it has found its way to Eu- 
rope. There and here it may excite the curiofity, and 
perhaps provoke the feverity of the profeffed critic. Some 
gentlemen, I know, affect to treat the fubject of ftyle 
with great indifference, under the idea, that if inftruction 
be communicated, it is immaterial, in what-manner. To 
fuch men, univerfity profeffors in the belles lettres muft 
be mere drones; the ingenious works of. Boileau, Kaims, 
Burke, Blair, Johnfon,.and Pope, mere catch-penny pro- 
ductions; and nearly half the time confumed by the ftu- 
dents at our colleges, time totally mifpent. But is nota 
clean coat preferable to a dirty one? and is not intelligi- 
ble, haridfome language, rather to be chofen than that 


which is a tranfgreffion of all rule, and mere vulgarity ? pe 
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296 Literary Criticifin. 

da not make thefe remarks, Sir, with a defign to infinuate 
that there is uncommon deficiency im the ftyle in which 
the writers of the Theological Magazine have thouche 
proper to exprefs their fentiments. On the.other hand, 
{ think there is rather an uncommon fhare of goodnefs of 
compofition. Some of»the pteces- will go well towards 
defying all criticifin.. There are a few, however, it ap- 
pears tome, which ought to have felt more the chaftening 
rod of the great Latin critic. 

“ Sape fiylum vertas, ikerum que digna legi fint fcriptm 
rus.” 

Will es ve me leave to query with refpect to 2 few 
examples ? feaey will be taken from the diflertation en- 
titled «“ The Juftice of God in Threatening, &c.” No r. 
vol. ii. , In this differtation the following fentences and 
parts of fentences occur: Page 10—~ There'the penalty 
fs raifed as high as it can be, even to the death and de- 
ftruction of the tranfgreffor.” I af whether death and 
deftra@ion, as ufed here, are not perfectly {ynonymous 
terms, and therefore, whether any new idea is conveyed 
by the additional term? By deftru&tion, the writer does 
not mean eternal perdition, but the deftruétion of life, which 
takes place in the courfe of civil law. ° And what is the 
deftruction of life but death? The writer goes on to fay, 
“ The reafon is obvious: it is beeaufe life is of the high: 
eft inaportance, and is efteemed 2s the moft-valuable blef- 
fing.”? Pray, Sir, where is ‘the difference of tdea be- 


tween. ** life is of the higheff importance,” and, “ life is’ 


efteerned as the moft valuable bleffing ! 2” Such fuperfluous 
words and parts of fentences are of no kind of advantage, 
unlefs to help to fillup the page: they certainly enervate 
compofition. littlé below we have thefe two fentences: 
* The authority of God ig not only in¢onceivably more 
fecred than the authority of any other being; bat, what 
is required in his law is important beyond alt conception. 
jt is not only the bafis of happinefs in the foul of the agent, 
but of all happinefs in the kingdom of God.” | As’ this 
firft fertence is conftrued, it appears to me, that. the 
particle omy is to be anderftood as qualifying what is pre- 
dicate? of the outhority of God. Tt imports that fome- 
thing 














therefore, fhould not the writer have faid,. “* The authority 
of God is not only more facred than that of any other.being, 
but it is, &c.”——adding his. mew idea in corref{pondent lan- 
guage. Inftead of which he has introduced quite another 
fubject, in the other brauch of the fentence, which hastotally 
deftroyed the force of the excepting particlé; and broken 
the unity of the fentence. . Hence it is, that the relatives, 


which introduces the next fentence, is involved in ambi-. 
guity. We know not, unlefs by the connection, to which. 


of the antecedents the author means to have us refer it. , 
. Again, ftill farther on it is faid, ‘+ If the importance of 
God’s glory, the happinefs of his kingdom, and the wel- 
fare of men’s fouls be confidered, it muft appear important 
that the law which prote¢ts them. ought te be fupported 
and enforced by the higheft penalty.” . Pray, Sir, how 
can it be important that a thing ought to be? Itmay be 
important that a thing be. And if it be important. that 
a thing be, it undoubtedly ought to be. They are fo. nearly 
of the fame amount; that in this connection there is no dif- 
ference. To my apprehenfion, this form of language is 
like faying,..‘¢ It muft appear.important | that the law 
which protects them fhould be of fo much importange_ as 
to-be, &&c.”—-How correct this is! Had the terms, “ ouglit 
to,” have been omitted, the fentence would have been ac- 
curate and intelligible. . But as it ftands, thofe terims ferve 
no other purpofe but to obfcure it. iat 
Again, it is faid, ‘* If the law forbidding murder were 
enforced only by a forfeiture of a few pence or fhillings, 
it.would be, &c.”——-What would be? the law or the for- 
feiture? Here is too great an ambiguity. Befides, what 
is only meant to qualify? enforced.or fhillings? ‘The lat- 
ter undoubtedly, It ought then to have been placed after 
it. ‘* If the law forbidding murder were enforced by the 
forfeiture of a few.pence or fhillings only, the penalty 
would be wholly. difproportioned to the importance of 
what the law required.” . ** Required.” Here, again, Is 
an inaccuracy. Why not requires, in the prefent tenfe? 
According to the form of the fentence the law is fuppofed 
to have.a prefent exiftence. Thefe obfervations are made 
in the exercife of candour. If juft, they may be of utility; 
Vol. II. No. 4. H i 
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thing elfe.is to be predicated of this fubje&. To be corre, : 
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798 Literary Criticifim. 
if unfounded, they can do no cérfiderable injury. The 
defign of thent i 1S to prefs the i importance of cormmiuzicat- 
ing our ideas in the moft advantagéous tanner. 

whanape on pacts ee Jo pig Soe bat 
general, and his t ible. But as it isan 
injury Bete neem he once a le propofition, 
by an indefenfible argument, F would take leave to inquire 
whether his third argument be conclofive- The propofiticn 
td be proved is, that Ged ts jut tm threattnmng and panifh- 
ite fix with endle/s punijbment. The amount of the third 
argument to prove. this propofition, is, if I underftand 
the writer, fummarily this:<=It is proper that the penalty 
of 2 law be {0 great as fully to exprefs the hatred of tranf- 
grefhon whith the legi feels. God's hatred of finis 

ot with all the heart. eee NE 5 peo 

the only thing which can exprefs this feeling: therefore 
cintlels petites pliede ot yl This looks plaufibly. 
Bot it is to be confidered, whether this angumentetion 
will not make all tranfgrefitons of equal demerit, and the 
agree of one as great as the punifhment of 2 million. 

is undoubtedly true that God hates fin y; 
ot with all his heart. His infixiite holinei im the whole 
ffrenoth of it, is diametrically oppofed to it. ‘This is troé 
of every fin, 26 much avit is of all the fins that ever did 
or ever can exit. God cannot hate any fin lefs, and it is 
impofhible that any obie@, however hateful, fhould be 
hated more than perfectly, or witht all the heart. Now, 
if it be neceflary that thé punithtient of fia be extended 
fo far as to exprefs this infinite of the Divine 
mind, wif te deceit of ik te upon, and com- 
ieafarate with che necelley df milking die cxprclcu ctl 
plete, then it is evidént that the punifiment of one fm 
rhuft be as great as that of another, and the i 
of oné as much as that of 4 million; of the demerit of 
one fin, even the {malleft, is as creat as the demerit of all 
the fins that tver did or ever can exift in the univerfe. For, 
on this hypothefis, the ratio of demerit is as the hatred of 
the Divine mind; which, let the magnitude of the hated 
Foe ea eet ie If by with 

the beart and porfett, be memt fomething thort of per: 
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feétion, i.e. fomething limited, then the argument is felf- 
deftroyed. For, limited oppofition may be exprefled by 
a limited punifhment. Feeling of oppofition in the legif- 
lator cannot, I think, be the ratioof demerit. A legifla- 
tor may like murder very well in particular cafes, fo:as to 
carefs the murderer; and yet murder ayay be jt as ill-de- 
ferving as if he hated it with all his heart. _ fuppofe the 
good man hates lying as perfectly as.he does murder, be- 
caufe they are both perfectly hateful, and ought to be hated 
with all the heart; and more than with all the heart nei- 
ther can be hated, Yet murder deferves a heavier panier 
ment than lying. “Hence the :punifhments. of thefe tw 
crimes may‘be diffumilar, agd-yet equally exprefs the ha- 
tred of the punifher. It is:true, if fin be not poli as 
much as it deferves, the defect muft argue a of good 
feeling in him whofe province it isto punifh. But this 
very idea fuppofes another ftandard:than feeling, ‘by which 
iil-defert is to be eftimated. If .punifhment 1s, to’ be-cor- 
refpondent to feeling, then,that punifhment which feeling 
diétates, whether perfect or imperfed, ftrong or feeble, is 
the demerit of fin. And fo, to’know:how much a criminal 
ought to be punifhed, we are to refort, not to reafon and 
law, but to the magiftrate, and afk him how much he hates 
the crime which has been perpetrated. 


JI am, &&c. Levi. 


CONVERSION -OF THE JEWS. 
[ From.the Evangelical Magazine. | 

E-deplorable ftate in which the Jewifh nation is now 

found, has a loud claim upon Chriftian philamhropy. In 
proportion to their former privileges and glory, it is to be Jamented 
‘that they are now involved in grofs ignorance, if not in great fen- 
fuality. The Ifraehves were formerly diftinguifhed by fuch to- 
kens of the divine favour, as no other nation ever enjoyed: But 
this was eventually the circumftance that increafed their mifery as 
ithad greatly aggravated their guilt. That thofe people, to whofe 
cuftody the oracles and ordinances of God had been committed, 
and who ought neither to have been ignorant of the true charac- 
er of the Meffiah, nor indifferent about bis kingdom and intereft ; 
that they fhoukt crucify the Lord of Glory, was at once to fill up 
the meafure of their iniquity, and to bring upon their devoted 


heads the juft vengeance. gf an infulted Deity Th 
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The Jews were, however, the natural branches of «the fpiritual 
vine; and, notwithftanding, ia confequence of their being broken 
off, the Gentiles were grafted in, yet there will arrive a time in 
which ail I/rael frail be faved; m vyhieh there hall be one fold 
both of few and Gemile, and Chrift, the great head of the church, 
become the fhepherd of the people. For this eventful period is 
the church now looking and longing ; and as, previous to this, 
there muft be a more full ingathering of the Gentiles, efforts, well 
adapted to this purpofe, are now making: And furely defigns fo 
¢onfonant to prophecy, fo harmonizing with gofpel promifes and 
declarations, will not.be fruftrated, bat be followed with a divine 
and fpecial blefiing. : 
® The Chriftian world have felt it to be their duty to make exer- 
tions for the converfion of the heathen abroad, and the more com- 
plete fpread of the gofpel athome. But amongft all the benevo- 
jent plan’ which have been formed to fecure the falvation of {in- 
ners, how little attention has been paid to the ftate of the jews! 
They have lived and traded with us, and we have fcarcely refle&- 
ed on their melancholy ftate, as the outcafts of God. But donot 
the promifes and prophecies of the fcriptures lay us under equal 
obligation, and «ford equal encouragement, to attempt fomething 
for their good, as for the fpiritual profperity of the Pagan world? 
The object of this addrefs is briefly to point out fuch methods, as 
are level to the circumftances of moft ; whereby Chriftians may 
be initrumental of real good to that people, whom God, in his 
providence, paffed by to vifit us. _ 

It might be attendedvith very falutary effects, ifa fele€& num- 
ber of perfons, poffeffed of a competent knowledge of the He- 
brew tongue, would form a fociety tor this very purpote: probably 
a few might anfwer the defign of fuch an affociation, and carry 
into good effeét the important obje& of their union. In the me- 
tropolis, it might be expedient to extend the limits of fuch a fociety, 
and {ubdivide it into feveral claffes, in different diftri€ts, but pre- 
ferving a relation to, and connection with, the body in general. 
Jn large and populous towns, where many of thefe people refide, 
the fame line ot conduct mht be adopted; and in fuch parts of 
the country as are more thinly peopled, and where, confequeutly, 
there are fewer Jews, and thofe more fcattered abroad, an affoci- 
ation of perfons might be formed to act as much in concert as pof- 
fibie, and to make the fume exertion in ‘their own places of refi- 
dence. The objeéts which prefent themfelves to fuch focieties 
are the following: To excite the attention of the Jews to the fub- 
ject of religion in-general: To gather from them fome inforte- 
tion of the ftate of their religious knowledge ; which is an imporst- 
ant meaiure, as it may guide and direct exettions for their con- 

verhon: To incrgyduce.amongft them Derles, efpecially the New- 
' “Yettament. 
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Teftament. The generofity of fome opulent Chriftians might 
be well dire&ted in diftributing copies of this facred book amo 
thefe people in their vicinities. They  fhould alfo be fi y 
and ferioufly converfed with, as opportunities might prefent them- 
felves ; and who can tell what a few minutes fpent in prayer with 
them may do, if they canbe prevailed upon (which may be tried) 
to unite with us in the exercife? ‘They fhould alfo be invited to 
our public worfhip, and thofe, who from good motives frequent 
the houfe of God, would do well to urge this upon them, and ac- 
company them. With fuch views, no meafure of obloquy can ‘pof- 
fibly attach itfelfto a profeffor. I have only tovadd, that if /mail 
tracts were written by proper perfons, and diftributed a 
them, many beneficial effects might refult from it. Thefe 
dreffes might, firft of all, be general, and then might afterwards 
compiled more particular. Something of this kind will thortly be 
done by individuals ; but in ordet that an extenfive diffeminatior 
of this plan may take effect, it is thus publicly reeonamended to 
the Chriftian workdat large. Above all, let this important objec 
omeury a conftant part in all our addreffes to the throne of grace; 
pecially let it never be forgotten in public — Who can tell 
-what God may do for his church in our days? What heart can 
exprefs the joy refulting from a confcioufnefs of having fuccefsfully 
aimed at the glory of God, and the falvation of finners, both Jews, 
Gentiles, al Pagans? clo. 
a 
[The following Review is inferted in this place, on account-of 
the interefting intelligence it communicates. | 


THE PROMISED SEED, 

A Sermon, preached to Gad’s ancient Ifrael the Jews, at Zion 
Chapel, Whitechapel, on Sunday afternoon, Auguft 28, 
1796. By Witt1aAmM Coover.—TJo which ate added, the 
Hymns that were fung, and the Prayers that were offered up, 
before and after the Sermon. { London, printed: Philadelphia, 
re-printed, by ‘I. Uftick, and fold by C. Davis, New-York. ] 

Gen. xxii. 18. “ And in thy feed frall all the nations of the 

earth be bleffed.” 


HE author of this difcourfe, we are informed, is an appren- 

tice to a bookbinder in London. For fome time paft he 

has been preaching in the fields, and once a-week in Lady Hunt- 
ingdon’s Chapel, Spa Fields, to large congregations. He withed 
to have gone out with the Miffionaries to Otaheite, and the Lon- 
don Milkonary Society offered a compenfation for the remainder 
of his time; but his mafter could not. be prevailed upon to part 
with him. Meanwhile he feems to be very ufefully easployed at 


home, and that, among, a people who have jong been confidered 
, as 
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2s peculiarly hardened in their infidelity. He has, it feecs, a. 
tracted the notice of feveral Jews; and now a vaft concogré, 
both of them and of profeffing Chriftians, attend him, to the 
amount, we are told, of at deaft 4900, every ume he preaches. - 
When ee rery us — guecatg the ay hg of 
le was eat, that tae , which is a very large one, 
an tails a two minifters preached without doors, to thoy- 
fands of people, who could not gain admittance. The occafion 
of its delivery and publicattgn is thus explained by the author, ip 
an advertifement which is prefixed. | 
“ Flaving frequenty obferved, that fame Jews atiended my 
sthings a was led to refle& on the prefent flate of shat dear 
Selected people. The more atientively | confidered the matter, 
the morefenfibly was my,cempaffion excited, and the more power- 
fully were my affections drawn out towards them. At length my 
heart diffulved in pity; and I determined to preach to them ona 
fubje& in which, I conceive, they are deeply interefted. This I 
did; and multitudes of them, knowing my intention, honoured me 
witha candid hearing. The difcourfe itelf | now publith, 1. 
compliance with the earneft folicitation of feveral who heardt; 
in vindication of myfelf from the errors and abfurdities fome mer- 
cenary printers and bookfellers would father upon me in their 
Surreptitious edttions; and in hopes that the profits arifing from 
the fale of it among the Gentiles, will enable me to diftribute the 
copies gratis to. the Jews.” 
A fermon offered to the public, in fuch cireunaftances as_thefe, 
muft naturally excite curiofity; and we are happy ‘to fay, that 
though the author makes ne pretentions tc learning, his difcourfe 


' Shows both ability in pyre < and confiderable eloquence. The 


particulars concerning which his inquiries are made, are, rf, 
Whether the Mefiiah be a€tually come ; adly, If he be, who this 
Meffiah is? and, 3dly, What bleffings all nations derive from him? 
We are forry that we have not room to give an abftract of his u- 
Juftration. as afpecinen of his manner, we fubjoin part of one of 
the concluding paragraphs. * [ am certain that God hath not caft 
away his people whom he foreknew.” It is evident from their 
prefent condition, which is nothing lefs than a ftanding miracle, 
that they are prelerved for fome extraordinary event. ‘Never did 
any other people fubfift for a fingle century only, wholly fepa- 
rate from their conquerors. Neverdid any other people, difperfed 
through fo many nations, continue as with a wall of fre round 
about them, not for one age merely, but for theufands of years.-— 
Look ata Jew, and you fee a miracle ;-—his nation is ftamped on 
his countenance; and it is au honourable nation.—Look at.a 
Jew, and you fee. a man tenacious of the traditions of his fathers, 
but inospable of obeying one of the ordinances of Mofes—with- 
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outa temple, without a prie/?, without a /acrifice, or a capability 
of offering to God an acceptable fervice—Kook at a Jew, and 
you are a witnefs of the accomplifhment of all the threatenings: 
of Mofes and the prophets. Behold-a Jew, and yow fee an ex- 
péeétant of the fulfilment of the feriptures, and a monument of their 
veracity ; for the time will come; [ hope itis near, when alt Hrael 
fhall be faved. <‘* I will make an end of all nations, but I -will 
never make a full end of thee.” And how happy I thall be, 
if God be pleafed to make my words the beginning of falvation to 
but one of Abraham's feed-! that the Redeemer may come to him, 
from Sion, and turn away ungodlinefs from Ifrael.” 
We hear that Mr. Cooper has publifhed another difcourfe ade 
dreffed to the Jéws, which was detivered. in Zion Chapel, Sepe 
rémber 18. at an éventfal petiod is the prefent! “Fhe wilg 
litistiefs of the Jews’ to hear the gofpel is certainly ree ye 
knows, but they are now to be brought m with the : 

af the Gentiles * j . 


—— 


As the geti¢ral calling of the Gentiles is frequently connected ie 
prophecy with the converfton of the Jews, it is 4 hopeful omen 
that both thefe objeéts gre at prefent connected, in the zeal 
the endeavours of the Lord’s people. Several minifters, who a 
belong to the London Miffionary Society, have engaged to preach 
a Sunday évenifig le€ture to the Jews, at Bury-ftreet meeting- 
houfé, teir Duke’s place, London, for a trial of Oné@ year a€ 
leaft. It has likewife been propofed to conneét, with the leQure, 
a fociety, analogous to one called the Sick Man’é Friend; for the 
exelufive benefit of Jows; in the hope that God will blefs the ef- 
forts of Chriftian kindnefs, by opening their ears to. the voice of 
Chrift, on a bed of ficknefs, and in the profpeéct of death. 

On the 11th of laft‘December, the firft of thefe leGtures wad de- 
livered by Dr. Haweis. A number of Jews were prevailed ori td 
attend ; and two of them wete fo far interefted by what they heard, 
as to engage with the Doétor, and another minifter, in a pretty. 
long difcuffion of the fubje&, in the veftry, immediately after the 
fervice. Doctor Haweis, the Rev. Mr. Greatheed, the Rev. J. 
Eyre, Doétor Hunter, the Rev. f. Love, and the Rev. Mr. 
Cooper, have engaged to deliver the firft fix difcourfes ; and fhould 
a ews continue to atténd, other ininifters will be requefted t 

yin 4 courfe of leCtures upon fubjects fated to their condi: 


tion... 
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REVIE W. 


The Life and Charafter of Mifs Susanna ANTHONY, con- 
fikting chiefly in Extrads. from ber writings, with fome 
brief obfervations on them. Compiled by Samuel Hopkins, 
D. D. Minifter of the firft Congregational Church in New- 
port. Printed at Worcefter, Maffachufetts, by Leonard 
Worcefter,1796. Pages 193——Price 624 cents, bound. 


CALLED, fometime ago, on 2 polite family; and 

’ the gentleman of the houfe coming in, faid to me, 
*« Have you feen, Sir, a propofal for printing the life of 
Mifs Sufa Anthony ?” I anfwered, * No Sir.” ‘* A wo- 
man,” he faid, ‘* came with it to my ftore juft now, but 
I did not fubfcribe, nor trouble myfelf with the perufal: 
of the paper, for I wonder what there can be in the life 
of a poor, obfcure old maid,that is worthy of public atten- 
tion.” As I believed in experimental religion, and that: 
God has often chofen ‘“ the poor of this world, rich in 
faith, and heirs of the promifes,” I fuppofed a pious 
mind, in a ftate of poverty and other trials, was capable 
of giving a diftinguifhed example of virtue, and that fuch 
a life was probably as inftructive and interefting as any to 
which I could attend, and having an opportunity foon 
after to fee the paper of propofals, 1 put my name down 
as a fubfcriber. 

At length the book has made its appearance; and it is 
but juftice to fay it has fully equalled my expectation, and 
muft, it is apprehended, be ufeful to all who are exercifed 
in fpiritual trials, or who are pleafed with a ftriking exam- 
ple of unfeigned and exalted piety. | 

The compiler has firft given a concife view of her life. 
He has then favoured us with extracts from her diary and 
writings, calculated to exhibit the fpirit of her character, 
and illuftrate various parts of her life. To this he has ad- 
ded extracts from her letters, adapted to the fame purpofes; 
and, as a conclufion, has attempted to point out in what 
refpects fhe exercifed true religion, and to recommend 
her example to imitation. 

She was horn in Newport, Rhode-Ifland, O@ober 25, 


1726; 
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1726; made a public profeffion of religion, and was bap- 
tizetl OGober 24, 1742, being in her 16th year; and de- 
ceafed June 23, 1701, in the 65th yeat of her age. 
The extratts from her diary fhow the principal virtues 
of the chriftian, exerciféd ina vaft variety of trials, ahd 
are peculiarly interefting in the account they contain of her 
conflicts and diftteffes in the early part of life; of her fen- 
fibility in leaving the denomination of her affeétionate and 
tender parents; of her firm and difinterefted purpofe, re- 
peatedly renewed, of devoting hérfelf entirely to the fer- 
vice of Chrift, and of glorying in the choice, through 
the fucceffive ftages and varying profpects of lifes of an en- 
larped charity, deep humility, unlimited confidence in God, 
and zealous attention fo every duty. . _ 
_ So many parts of her diary are peculiarly excellent, that 
the following are extraéted rather. 2s fpectmens of the 
whole, than as diftinguifhed from themiin merit. “ If f 
love not God fupremely for himfelf, Fam under the mof 


fatal miftake, and my judement maft be under the power - 


of grofs darknefs, unfit to be relied tpon in the fmallfett 
matter, if my whole foul does not go out after God, as 
the only fuitable obje@ of love and delight. Here I find 
the moft powerful attraction! Here I fee all that is wor- 
thy of my regard! Hence arifes my ardent defite after a 
perfect conformity to him; efteertiing his law to be holy, 
joft and good; his prtcepts concerning all things to be 
right;. conftantly repairing to him as my only, unerring 
counfellor in every, emergency of life; chufing he fhould 
rule, govern and difpofe of me, and every concern of mine 
forever. Hence I truft my love to his people; and as E 
love hit, f6 I Jove all that is his, and all that appear in 
reality to love him. His people are my people, the dear, 
chofen companioris of thy hfe.”—Page 71. 

“ O, my great Redeemer, how many and great are my 
wants! Lord, I am rtihed if thou doft not appear to fap- 
ply them. There are fo many great and important de- 
mands on me for every grace, arifing from prefent circam- 
ftances, temptations, corruptions, duties, diffictiities, and 
relations, that I feem to. have run all out, and like a 
broken merchant to have been making fham, forry; mean 
Vol. II. No. 4. I . and 
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and beggarly fhifts to keep up my credit; but I can fhift 
no longer. A new fupply I muft have, or my credit is 

one. And thine honour isconcerned: I fall not alone. 

ord, I have boafted a fountain at hand; 2 fufficient fup-~ 
ply to anfwerall my demands. I have faid, my God will 
fupply all my needs—But my demands are very many, 
and the tempter fees my weaknefs and poverty, and grows 
infolent and threatens ruin. Lord, art thou not furety for 
thine hand-maid? I truft thou art; and I fhall not be caft 
into the prifon of hell.”——Page 158. 

‘« Surely it is time for us to be awaked and alarmed. 
Where are we finking! What will be the confequence of 
this dreadful ftupefaction! The fymptoms of death are 
upon us, or we never could live at fo low arate. Were it 
my cafe alone, or only of a few individuals, the glory of 
God, and the kingdom and intereft of the ever worthy 
Lamb of God, and the wonderful work of redeeming 
love, might yet flourifh and be magnified. But when it 
is as an everflowing deluge, a wide breaking-in of many 
waters, who that has any exercife of true love to God, can 
be carelefs and eafy in fuch a time of declenfion? If I prefer 
not the profperity of Jerufalem to my chief joy, I know 
nothing. Well, let us pray for the peace and profperity 
thereof, and be encouraged, notwithftanding prefent ap- 
pearances. For the Lord hath chofen Zion; he hath de- 
fired it for his habitation. This is his reft. Here will 
he dwell. He will abundantly blefs her provifion, and 
fatisfy her poor with bread. Faith fays, it is. enough; 
the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken it.”—Letters, page 
168, 

The remarks with which the book is concluded are juft 
and important. The charaéter of the reverend author is fo 
well known in the churches, that it will readily be believed, 
the fentiments and exercifes contained in the book are ac- 
curately difcriminated, and clearly pointed out; and there 
are few readers who will not concur with him in opinion, 
that, ‘* notwithftanding the pains and diftreffes of the 
choice of Mifs Anthony, yet the enjoyment and happinefs 
attending it, rendered the yoke of Chrift eafy, and his bur- 
den light;” and that “ this example, which appears to 
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be copied from the Bible, and fhows in what chriftianity 
confifts, when reduced to practice, as diftinguifhed from 
all fpurious and falfe religion, does at the fame time de- 
monftrate the excellency of it; and that it 1s, indeed, a di- 
vine inftitution, adapted, as nothing elfe is, or can be, to 
raife depraved finners from the depths of deformity, guile 
and woe, to all that perfection, glory and happineis of 
which their nature is capable.” 
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Math. xi. 11. ‘* Verily I fay unto you, among them that are 
born of women, there hath not rifen a greater prophet than 
gn the Baptifi: notwithftanding, he that is leaft in the 

ingdom of Heaven, is greater than he.” 


OMMENTATORS have not agreed in determining what 
is the meaning of the laft fentence in this verfe. Some have 
fuppofed that b theksnndons of heaven is meant heaven, the abode 
of angels and the fpirits of the juft made perfect ;, and that Chrift 
here afferts, that the leaft member of that fociety, now in heaven, 
is greater than John the Baptift, or any good man or prophet while 
on earth. But this is not fatisfactory; fince, by the kingdom of - 
heaven, or the kingdom of God, which are ufed fynonymoufly by 
the Evangelifts, is generally meant the church or kingdom of 
Chrift in this world. And it is difficult, if not impoffible to thew, 
that any important fentiment or inftruCtion is contained in thefe 
words, cr what connection they would have with the fubje& to 
which our Lord was attending, if underftood in this fenfe. 
Others have therefore fuppofed, that by him who is leaft in 
the kingdom of heaven, is intended the leaft Chriftian, or true 
member of the Chriftian church. But when they have attempted 
to tell howv, and in what refpects every real Chriftian, from that 
day to the end of the world, is, or will be, greater than John the 
ae nothing fatisfactory to the inquifitive mind has been of- 
ered. | 
Others, therefore, fenfible of this, have confidered the words as 
applicable-only to the apoftles, and the minifters of Chrift in the 
Chriftian church. But it appears to be wholly arbitrary, thus to 
confine thefe words to any particular order of men in the church 
of Chrift, which are fpoken without any limitation, and, if. un- 
der{tood as applicable to members of the Chriftian church, affert 
that Ae, be he who he may, who is leaft in the church, is greater 


than John. But if they be confined to apoftles and mini ™ 
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will be dificult to how how John the Bapzift, could be, faid to be 
lefs than the leaft minifter of the gofp {pel. 

But theve isa particular, and it is thought, unanfwerable objec- 
tion to either of the above fenfes of thefe words ; ; which, by attend. 
ing to it, will douhtlefs lead to the true meaning of them. “FE 
are fpoken in the pretent tenfe, and of a particular perfon. “ Alg 
who /s leaft in the kingdom of heaven, és greater than he.” And 
fince there was a perfon then exifting, on the ftage of life, of which 
this was eminently true, and it cannot be well conceived how if 
could be true of any other perfon ; and it was of great importance 
that he thould, on this proper occafion to do it, be pointed out in 
his true and diftinguithed character; and that this fhould be known 
to be true of him, how can any one overlook this perfon, and be 
at alofs about the meaning of thefe words, or think of applying 
them to any one elfe ! Jesus CHRIST himfelf 1 is thi 1S perfon. 
* Who being ia the form of God, thought it not tohbery to be 
equal with God: but made himfelf of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a fervant, and was made in the likenefs of 
men, And being found in fafhion as a man, he Aumbled him- 
fe/f, and became “obedie nt unto death, even the death of. che crafs,”’ 
He, in his fate of humiliation, was the leaft, the loweft of all in 
eondefceniion and humility, and became the fervant of all the re. 
deemed from among men, in a fenfe and degree infinitely beyond 
any other perfon. 

Phat this ‘is the meaning of heing the leaf, and that Jefus 
Ch rift was the leaft im the kingdom of God, in this fenfe, is evi- 
dent from the following werds of his. “ An he faid unto them, 
Whofever thali receive this child in my name, receiveth me : for 
he that is leaf? among you all, the fame fhall be great. Whos 
foever fhall humble himfelf as this little child, the fame is greateit 
in the kingdom of heaven. Whofoever will be'great among you, 
let brim be your minifter ; and whofoever will be chief among 
you, let him be your fervant. Even as the Son of man came not 
to be miniftered unto, but to minifter, and to give his life a ran- 
fom for many. But he that is grearett among you fhall be your 
fervant. Math. xviii. 4. xx. 26, 27,28. xxiij. 11. Luke ix, 48. 

Our Lord, while he was {peaking of John, who had borne tefti- 
monv of him, that he was much greater than he himfelf was, refers 
to this teft itnony, and leads thofe to whom he fpake to confider it 

as true: this being t! the chiet end of John’s miffion, to, declare that 

the Meffiah was foon to appear, a perfon unfpeakably greater 
than himfelf. And Chrift, in his wifdom and humility, chofe to 
{peak ot himfelf as greater than John, in the third pericn, and to 
confirm the teftimony of John concerning himfelf, by repreient- 
ing himfelf at the fame time, as the leaft and lowelt of aij the 
members of his kingdom, in humility and abafement: 

It is now Je€{t to the reader to judge, whether this fenfe of he 
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words of Chrift be not the moft natural, inftrutive, important and 
fatisfaStory meaning that has been or can be put upon them, in 
which the wifdom of Chrift appears, and the nature of true great- 
nefs is expreffed in a pleafing, ftriking manner. R. 
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ORDINATION. 

N Friday the 22d ef January, 1796, Mr. John Clark, late 
O ftudent of divinity in the Unineroty of Edinburgh, ‘and fince 
a Licentiate of the Scots Prefbytery in London, was ordained by 
the faid Prefbytery, at the Scots Church, in Crown-court, Co- 
vent-Garden, in the view of going out to Sicrra Leone, Africa, 
as Chaplain to that colony, 

The manner iti which the Sierra Leone Company were led to 
think of the Rev. Mr. Clark to be their Chaplain, is fomewhat 
fingular, and fhows the peculiar 47adiugs of providence. The 
Governor of the colony happening tobe at Edinburgh laft autuma, 
was in company with the Rev. Doctor Erfkine, whofe advice he. 
requefted icles a Ait perfon to go out with him, as chaplain, 
to Africa. Doctor Erfkine ftrongly recommended Mr. Clark, as 
a young man, whofe piety, felf-denial, zeal, and diligence, fig- 
nally qualified him for fuch a miffion. Confulting feveral other 
ferious and refpectable minifters of that city on the fame fubject, 
all of them, without knowing each other’s fentimeuts, concurred 
in pointing out and recommending Mr. Clark as the proper man. 
Thus ftrikingly prepoffeffed in his favour, Governor Macauley 
fent fer Mr. Clark; and being fatished with repeated perfonal in- 
terviews, at length made hiin a dire&t propofal, which Mr. Clark, 
after due deliberation and prayer, finally accepted. He was ac- 
cordingly requefted to prepare for his voyage. On coming to 
London, fome of the Directors infifted on his taking orders in the 
church of England; but finding Mr. Clark determined rather to 
relinguifh the object, than to offer viplence to his confcience in 
this particular, they at length yielded to his feruples, and allowed 
him to take ordination, according to the mode praétifed in the 
church of Scotland. Henry Thornton, Efg; M. P. attended the 
ordination at Crown-court, and afterwards treated the Prefbytery 
with an elegant diner at the Crown and Anchor. 

Mr. Clark has tor fome years been ftrongly animated with a 
nuffionary {pirit, and his zea] and talents. qualify him for the ardu- 
ous {tation to which he is deftined. Hé has taken with him two 
ferjous young men, who are to a€t uuder him as catechi/is and 


Sehoci-maficrs. We fgndly hope, that by, the {miles of Heaven 
upon thew feveral labauss, they will prome a laftiag blefling to- the 
GQluiny. { Evang. Mag. 
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Letters from the Rev. Mr.Criarx, Chaplain at Sierra Leone, 
i failed from Spithead, (Feb. 2% 1796).and, after a plea- 


fant voyage, arrived at Sierra Leone, March 18, abou 
midnight, and were kindly received. I preached next Sabbath, 
March 20th, in my own church, from 1 fohn iii. 23. “ And 
*‘ this is his commandment, that we fhould believe on the name 
“of his Son Jefus Chrift; and love one another, as he gave us 
“ commandment.” 

I have begun catechifing in Freetown, and you will no doubt 
be pleafed to hear, that on the fecond evening after commence- 
ment, | had no lefs than 145 children. We have begun with the 
Shorter Catechifm. Some of t#e children do amazingly well; they 
likewile learn hymns; in this they take great pleafure. In my 
fermons, I frequently addrefs myfelf particularly to them; this I 
have an opportunity of doing, as they fit m church by themfelves; 
they are tolerably attentive. You could fcarce credit how igno- 
rant I found them. Though from feventeen years of age, and 
downwards, | could not find one who could anfwer me, Who is 
the faviour of finners? Why he was called Jefus? Who fandti- 
fies? aod many fuch fimple queftions. Thefe, and fuch like 
things, call for activity and diligence. To encourage them to be 
attentive, I give fome finall reward to théfe who remember moft; 
and that they may recollect with lefs difficulty what is faid, | re- 
duce my4ifcourfe to a few particulars. Thefe [repeat when I be- 
gin, and alfo in the time of illuftration. When done, [call upon 
all thofe to ftand up who can repeat them. This has already be- 
gun tocreate a fpirit of emulation. I ufually relate, or read fome 
remarkable {tory out of the Token for Children, or the Evangeli- 
cal Magazine, with fome remarks upon it. The Sabbath evening 
is the time Lameet with them; Mefirs. M*Milan and Smith in the 
morning. 

I have begun a le&ture upon Thurfday evening, and am gene- 
rally engaged fome of the cuher nights in the week, preaching for 
the different denominations. We have preaching every night, ex- 
cept Saturday. ‘They have all but one given up preaching in the 
forenoon and afternoon on the Lord’s ae; when preachers and 
people all attend at my Church. ‘ They confift of Baptifts, Wel- 
ley’s, and Countefs of Huntingdod’s Methoditts. 

| have been up among the natives, and had feveral converfa- 
tions with them. I! am perfuaded, that if the Miffionary Society 
with you are to fend out Miffionaries, one might be highly ufeful 
here. I would propofe, (for various reafons) that he fhould re- 
fide at Freetown. There are four or five of the pative towns 
within about a mile; two of them only half a mile from free- 


town. To thesnftruction of all thefe, one might attend. Were 
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it inmy power, I would vifit them all; but this is impoffible, hav- 
ing more to do than I can poflibly accomplifh. If they hall fix 
upon an unfettled minifter, or on fuch a ftudent as Mr. 3s 
or Mr. , and licence them, fo that they may preach for me 
oecafionally, I fhall cheertully engage to unite with them in the 
undertaking. Many things feem to promife fuccefs, and excite to. 
make fuch an attempt. Not one half the difficulties which a 
Brainerd often met with, would be here. They all {peak a little 
Englith, fo that there would be no neceffity for an interpreter ; 
what one did not underftand, another of themfelves could explain. 
He would be in no danger, unlefs he was very rafh and inpru- 
dent; becaufe they entertain a favourable epinion of the Englith. 
I am perfuaded their language might be attained, fo as to enable 
any one of tolerable capacity to converfe with them about any 
matter, in much lefs than twelve months. ‘They are uncommonly 
kind, affable, and, unlefs affronted, much more agreeable than. 
youcan poffibly imagine. Were it not for what the flave-tra- 
ders have done, by giving them rather much rum, (of which they 
are now fond,) I fhould have praifed them highly indeed. 

A minifter or ftudent I would prefer, for various important 
reafons, worthy to be attended to in a place like this; but if my 
country be not able to produce a volunteer for fuch a fervice! 
(for none but fuch an one ought to be fent out), fueh a man ag 
Mr. , or Mr. , any one poffeffed of a fpwit like them, 
might be ufeful, though their having families might mar their hap- 
pinefs. Indeed, it would be improper to fend out either a youth 
or 2 man with a large family. Compulfion ought by no means 
to be ufed with any one; for, give me leave to affure you, the 
man who leaves Edinburgh, —- comes to Africa, makes a ver 
great facrifice indeed. However, I have much reafon to bleis 
God for his goodnefs to me. I enjoy greater happinels than you 
can well imagine. I meet with many difficulties, and daily en- 
counter oppotitions and prejudices, yet by the grace of Jefus, and 
depending on his almighty iireauch. I truit I fhall at laft be more 
than a conqueror. The moft of my people fay they love me.— 
Minifters and people of all the denominations entreat me not to 
leave them. A few trinkets, beads, ribbons, &c. of which they are 
ugommonly fond, it might be proper to fend out. They would 
tend much to ingratiate the miffionary with the natives. The fa- 
lary ought not to be under, indeed it ought to be more than 1ool. 
fterling, for every thipg is uncommonly extravagant here.—— 

















Sierra Leone, (Africa) May t1, 1796. 
, N ) ITH pleafure I embrace every opportunity to write you 


from the land of Ham. I have had no letters from my 


friends fince my artiyal in Atrica; I am therefore afraid the thip 
which 




















312 Religious Intelligence. 


which was expected out, has fallen into the hands of the French. 
We have been twice under alarm of a vifit from them. The firft 
turned out to be falfe; but the fecond we’ are ftill under—all ig 
preparation—Batteries are ereéting by the fettlers, and the Go- 
vernor is now bufy in inftructing fome of the European fervants 
of the Company in the manual exercife. In this ftate we have been 
for more than a week, but have feen no enemy, and hope we 
will noe. 

[ meet with many difficulties. My ptople fay they love me; 
and were | to content myfelf with preaching a few minutes fore. 
noon and afternoon on the Lord’s day, and allow them to a& as 
they pleafe, al might have peace enough. Conceiving preaching 
to be but part of my duty, | begun a vititation of my people ; was 
kindly received, but found them very ignordnt; they appeared de- 
firous of attending my miniftry. At the firft difpenfation of the or- 
dinance of baptifm, I preached from Matth. xxviii. 19. ‘* Go 
ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptifing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.” At which 
time, fifteen children were baptifed.- ‘There has been 2 confider- 
able number fince. That they might be better inftructed m the 
firt principles of the Chriftiant religion, I began catechietical 
difeourfes, in the form of fermons, (for they would not fubmit to 
be examined publicly ;) thefe meetings are bat thinly attended; it 
is, however, one good thing, that we have always upwards of 
200 children who muff attend. None of the preachers here (ex- 
cept the Baptifts) baptife, and none of them marry. Thefe things 
i mutt perform for all of them. Amongft all the people whom I 
have examined in private, none could anfwer how many facra- 
ments there are. One indeed faid there were three, but could nof 
name them. Many of them are guilty of great irregularities, and 
feen to glory in their fhame. Only one perfom as yet has fpuken 
to me about the ftate of his foul, who appears to have profited by 
the preaching of the word; } have heard of more, but they have 
not called upon me yet. 

May 12. Much reafon have I to blefs the Lord for his good- 
nefs. He caufeth me (im fome degree) to experience the truth of 
his promife, by proportioning ftrength to my day ; his mercies are 
lew to me every morning; great indeed is his faithfulnefs. I nt 
he will guide me by his counfel, and inftruct me by his Spirit. 
‘Hhie various dutics to which | am called, falig occupy my atien- 
non, and fufficiendy employ the whole of my time. Seldom does 
dus hang heavy upon me; the-hours fee to fly in too quick fuc- 
celhion: feldom are they equal to the tafk afigned them. You 
may be ready to think, that I repent my coming to Africa, and 
thac ! with to return; I can affere you, I neither do the one nor 
the other. It indeed grieved me much, to give up my charge of 
the fcliools, and | am anxious to know how they.are going on. 

I cannot 
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I cannot exprefs the joy I fometimes have, even in thofe, its 
which the world might be ns to account my moft fad; for 
fare it is unfpeakable. “Phe Lord frequently enables me ta hope 
againft hope; yea, firmly to believe he is about'to do great things 
for poor blinded Africans. My heart often exultsin the expe 
tion; and this encourages me:to pertevere in the ufe of means. O! 
that he may be pleafed to honour me " making me ufefal'to my 
dear people, who, alas! theugh they know it not, ‘are perifHiin 
for lack of knowledge. I truft he will yet incline their hearts, anc 
caufe their ears to hear; that their fouls may live. In the fait# 
of tis, though forrowful, I am often made to rejoice. 

Many of the children ‘at the fchools are doing uncommonly 
well, and are beginning to take delight in attending on the evenings 
of the Lord’s day; my chief comfort here is in them. I truft there 
i¢a feed among them who fhall yet do fervice to Sele tan Im- 
manuel; who knows but the Lord may chufe the children inftead’ 
of the parents, and take them for fons and daughters. The chil- 
dren were rather neglected by their teachers. As nine of them’ 
taught together in oné place, (viz. the church), it was nothing” 
but a fcene of confufion. We have now gor them fepara 
which anfwers much better, and they are alt pleafed withit. « [ 
am doing all in my power to quality the teachers as much as 
pofhible fer their offer. Thechildren already learg more queftions, 
hymeas, and chapters, than [ am able to hear: and fome of then 
laft Sabbath, for the firit time, gave me an account of the fermons: 
they had heatd through the day.* Thefe things are tokens for 
good, and great caute of thankfulnefs. The black teachers are 
making rapid progrefs, being uncommonly defirous of being on a. 
par wit the others: The good effects of this are: alreddy riani- 
feft on thew children. 

_ Afay 1%. | thali now give you a brief account'of my weekly 
labour, which [ am perfuaded will fully apologize for the confu- 
fron of this, and the other letters fent to my friends. 

On the Lord’s day, our church. meets at half paft ten, and we 
difmifs before one. In the afternoon we meet at half pait three 
oeloek, fit is too het to meet earlier) and difmifs about a quarter 
patt five. In the evening we meet at half paft fix to examine 
the chiidven, and difmifs a lictle paft eight. When all this is over, 
Lam frequently fcarce able to fpeak: tor it is by no means foveafy 
either to preach gr examine here as in Britain. | am obliged to 
fhite ewery time, owing to the heat. Though very thini clothed, 
I find it tometimes almoft imfupportable ; re 4 jacket trowfers 
ase generally fo wet with the peripiration, that I have to change 
them along with my fhirt. 

Vol. Il. No. 4. K On 


' * "Thefe children were fo ignorant about fix weeks ago, that they 
could not tell, “ Who is the Saviour of finners?” “ Who Tinchies 
&c.—See Mr. Crarn’s letter, page 310. 
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On Monday I vilit. The greateft number of families I haye- 
been able fo vifiton a day wasten. Ac prefent 1 am vifiting in the 
country, up amongft their-farms.—I am delirous of finithing this 
part of my duty, fo-far’as it regards the country, before the wet 
feafon fets in, during which. I mean to confine myfelf to the town. 
This is a moft fatiguing exereife, owing tothe great heat. I have 
to perform it alone, having neither elder nor beadle to nagenyen 
or introduce me to them. After inquiring about their family, 
take down all their names, thea give fuch advice as appears mofk. 
fvitable ;. after which-I pray, and thenJeave them. be 

Tuefday. I generally employ my time inoreading, . and in writ- 
ing my journal, and the regitters' I have begun .of baptifms and 
marriages, -exeept when. | have to preach in the. evening for the 
Methoditts. 

Wednefday: Reading and writing out my- fermon, as on this 
evening I generally preach for the Baptifts. 

Thurfday. I prepare and write out my catechetical difcourfe. 
for my own people. Friday and Saturday, I am employed in pre- 
paring my difcourfe for the Lord’s day. On Friday, I always 
preach-for the Methodifts when invited. _The whole.of the morn- 
ing, from fix o’clock until breakfaft, 1 fpend in teaching the. 
{choolmatters ; aecafionally: vifit all: the fchools;, examine thofe. 
who apply for baptifm to their children ; deliver a difcourfe in the- 
houfe, where-there is any of the family: dead, inftead of reading 
the burial-fervice of the church of England; marry in the church ; 
and wehave two or-three marriages proclaimed every Sabbath. In: 
addition to all this, a-confiderable part of. my:time is taken up in 
giving advice to fuch as come to me for it: 

I truft, if @ minifter be not fent out from Edinburgh; a Mifh- 
onary will. Notwith{tanding all the difficulties | have had to en- 
counter: 1 am*unwilling to leave my fituation; and do not intend, 
(if the Lord is pleafed-to fpare my. health) to leave Sierra Leone 
for fome years... Three years is the longeft period which any 
have been able’ to make’ out here;: few have been able to remain 
the one half of that time; and numbers, from attempting to re- 
main, have fallen facrifices to the climate. But fure none of thefe 
things ought to intiraidate a minifter of Jefus, or for once to give 
him an.anxious thought. His love will conftrain, and his grace 
enable, every foul-that placeth its confidence in him, to furmount 
every difficulty, an rife fuperior to every danger ; yea, to-glory in: 
tribulations, and with.courage to meet oppofition. Surely none 
who have taited that God is good, can. deliberately account any 
of the fufferings of this-prelent life fit to be put in the balance with: 
the glory of God, the caufe of the gofpel, the intereft. of the Re- 
deemcr, and the eternal welfare of immortal fouls. Do the mi- 
nifters of religion tell others, yea, do the facred oracles afTure us, 


that our times are wholly inthe hand of our God; that the num- 
ber 
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-ber of our moriths is with him ; that nothing cam befal us without 
his permiffion; that.thofe who love either houfes:or lands, country 
or friends, more than him,are not-worshy- of him? Befor his and 
the gofpel’s fake, they are not willing to-part with them all, cha- 

‘rity itfelf will not allow me to credit ‘that they fincerely believe 
what they profefs. 

I hope the Society for Sunday Schools-will fend out-fome cate- 
chifms and other books for our children here. I shave the hap- 
opinefs to inform you, that many of them, are making good ufe 
-of the catechifms which*were given. It would pleafe-you much 
“to feé what pleafure-fome of the “little black creatares take in 
learning and repeating their queftions. 

I aminformed that the flave-trade has been carried on to an 
~uncommon extent this year, owing to the great demand arifi 
“from the capture of fo many-flave-thips by the French, when 
-upon the coaft, at the time they deftroyed’Freetown. They 
turned all the flaves at liberty. "We have always fome ‘flave- 
‘fhips here, moftly American, or belonging to merchants at Li- 
verpool. .According to the act of ‘parliament, they-dare net 
-purchafe flaves in the Company’s territory. Yet an American 
captain purchafed no lefs than four here this week, whom fome 
-wretches had kidnapped and carried on ‘board tgyhim. “The Go- 
vernor being informed of it, fent on-board one of the Council; 
-he denied .it-at firft, but afterwards conteffed. -One of them was 
‘a young girl about twelve years of.age, whofe father and mother 
died fately; being thus m a-amanner deftitute, an +hard-hearted 
wretch feized the poor orphan, and fold ber. The ‘Governor 
went on board, and brought all. the four on fhore, and is taking 
care of them. {t would. have delighted you to have feen how 
happy the poor creatures were. when they obtained their liberty. 
We have feveral orphans here; I with much-to know if there 
be any pofhibility of getting them-into the Orphan Hofpital at 
Edinburgh, as fome.of them are exceedingly. poorly off. If there 
is, I hope to be informed, and how many-can be admitted, ark! 
they fhall be fent over,-upon condition, that. when. their. education 
is completed, they fhall be returned to. Sierra Leone. 

May 16. Yetterday, after preaching all day, 1 «went «down in 
the evening to examine the fchool, and was uncommonly delighted 
to hear the fcholars belonging to Meffrs. Smith and M*Millan. 
They repeated, very diftinétly, a number of hymns and queftions; 
and, in addition to thefe, fume of the girls repeated the 14th 
chapter of ‘Hofea ; fome of the boys, the 35th of HMaiah. When 
done with thefe, eleven boys and girls, belonging to Mr. Smith, 
ftood up, and repeated the 1th chapter of John, without need- 
ing to be told one fentence. | appoint the chapters the pattie 
Sabbath, and-promife books to fuch as repeat beft; the firft two 


had appointed, but the lait chapter was got in addition. ws 
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this wes dome, two of the bogs fiood up and gave a tolerable ax- 
count of the fermons they had hosed. 3 The children under the 
other tcathe:s generally ateend; a few of them repeat tatks; and 
were proper attention pad hamh, woukd do equaliy well. 

[there Mr. Ciark treats very fully of the injury the colony has 
fultained, by the variety of religious parties that avofe when they 
were without a chaplain, and the many difcouraging circumftan- 
ces hie has to escounter, m confequence of thefe diviiions. } 

Yeherday aficrnoon, we had a very heavy tornado. We per- 

ceived 1s appr oach betore the meeting of the congregation. Our 
church hes no wondows, is open to one fade, and at both ends, clote 
only to the fouth.* Ail the time 1 was preaching, the rain was 
falling before and behind me, and alfo at one fide; vivid flames of 
3 ichtaing flathing in my eyes, and awful peals of thunder 5: ollung 
nbove my bead, Notwithitanding all this, the congregation did 
not difimife; the audience was thin; and fome of them indeed, at 
this dreadfol moment, were overcome with Sep. 

1 have been prevented from vifiung my people to-day, as the 
veffel is to fail, and nasmbers are leaving dhe colony ; but I mean 
to begin again to-morrow. I have not had time-tince-my laft to 
vilet any of die natwe towns: dhisgrieves me. Sure, if the Lord’s 
time be conae, there is much work for labourershere. My pray- 
ers tothe Lord of dhe harveit is, that he may ineline and dite& 
you in Edmmburgh to faithtvl labourers. Your prayers, and thofe 
with you, | carnefily requeft. I truft you are all _ praying, that 
Ethiopia may foon ftretch out her hands to God : itis caly for him 
to remove every obftiuction. O that he may ftrengthen me, make 
his grace fufficrent, and perfea his ftrength in my weaknefs! We 
have a few of the Lord’s people here among the blacks, chiefly 
women, who ate a great comfort to me. The thip is making 
ready to fail, and Itindmot a with to return. 





MISSIONARY SHIP. 
HE Miffionasy hip, belongs the London Miffianary 
Society, has tinally failed. ry oe Thurfday, the 22d Sep- 
tember, the dropped dene to St. Helen’s, and the next day failed, 
with the reft of the convoy, under the proteQion of the Adamant, 
and we hope under that of the Almighty. . 

The captain, the miflionaries, and the mariners were all in good 
health, and ardently defirous to be gone in purfuit of the grand 
object. The wives of the miffionaries, happy as their ads 
in the profpedt before them, rejoiced to leave their native land, 
and devote their lives iv the asduane and important undertaking. 

It isyhighly probable that, Gince the days of our Lord and his 
Apoftles, the bofom ef the deep was never graced with fuch a 

veffe). 

* The French burned their former church. Their prefent one is 
only a temporary eretion, till the conclefion of the war. 
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veffel. if a prodigy in the heavens above attraéts univerfak no- 
tice, no one, we truft, will charge us with enthufiafm, if we 
exprefs our grateful admiration at a fight fo pleafing and unufual 
in the depths beneath. Surely the hand of the Lord hath been 
conf{picuous in laying the beams of hws chambers in the waters, 
and eftablithing a houfehold of faith upon the fléods. Every fe- 
rious perfon who has been on board, and feen: the order which 
there prevails, and joined in the devotions there offered up, has 
been con(trained to fay, like Jacob of old, this is none other but 
the houfe of God. and this is the gateof Heaven. Well might 
the captain's nephew, who has been commander of a Weft-Indiat 
man, quit that fervice, and preter a fubordinate fituation in this 
litle ark, where God is worthipped day and night with a pore 
heart fervently. Such a fociety cannot eatily be found, as this 
floating church exhibits, where fo much good is evident, and fo 
little evil appears. In all the thip’s omer the fweeteft har- 
mony reigns; fubordination, hke a plant, thrives unperceived ; 
command, lofing the feverity of its name, is paternal requelt, or af- 
fectionate advice; and obedience, forgetful of every thing but the 
obligations of kindnefs, is only the renewal of pleafure. 

Thus has the detention of the veffel, which at firft gave unea- 
finefs, proved a bleffing. For the minds of the DireGtors, and 
friends of the inftitution, are now relieved from the anxiety which 
they would have been fubject to, had no fuch opportunity occur- 
red for difeovering the temper and condu& of the miffionaries. 

But this has not been the only advantage refulting from the 
delay. Important information, refpe€ting Otaheite and its vici- 
nity, has been communicated by the clergyman at Portfmouth; 
who attended the mutineers belonging to the Bounty, highly con- 
Armative of every ftep the Directors have taken; anda dictionary 
of the language fo complete, that the miffionaries will be able to’ 
learn enough of it, on their voyage, to converfe with the natives 
as foon as they land on the ifland. 

After the miffionaries had been on board fome time, they con 
junétly wrote 2 letter to the DireGtors of the Society, of which 
the following isacopy. 


Letter from the Miffionaries on board the frip Duff, to the 
DireGors of the Mifficuary Society. 


WE, the Mifionaries whom you, under the influences of our 
common Saviour, Lord, and Mafter, Jefus Chrift, the only be- 
gotten Son of the eternal Jehovah, have been inftrumental in’ 
bringing together, wniting in one body, and every way furnithing 
with all temporal neceffaries for the arduous undertaking we have 
in hand, cannot bid adieu to our native country, and dear brethren 


ia Chrift, without laying before the Dire€tors of the Society, with 
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a defire the fame may be communicated to all whom it may com 
‘cern, our views and feelings upon our prefent fituation and future 
profpects. 

Having, through grace, overcome the difagreeablenefs which 
we at firft. experienced on our embarkation, ariting from our little 
acquaintance vith each other, change in our habitation, and man. 
ner of living, we find our minds compofed and refigned, and our 
hearts more clofely united.to each other in the bonds of love. 

On looking forward to the length ef our voyage, and deliberat- 
ing on all the dangers and difficulties which thofe who traverfe the 
boiom of the mighty deep are expofed to, and frequently. meet with, 
we are by no means difeouraged; but can cheerfully give ourfelves 
up unto Him, who holdeth the winds in his fift, and the waters in 
the hollow of his hand. 

When we extend our view acrofs the great Atlantic ocean, 
and contemplate the more .extenfive Southern Sea; when, in our 
imagination, we conceive ourfelves landed on our deftined iflands, 
furrounded by multitudes of the inhabitants, earneftly inquiring, 
“From whence do you come? and what is your veal ”? we 
anfwer, ‘* From adiftant fhore; the friends of God and human - 
kind: touched with compaffion at your unhappy ftate, as repre- 
fented by our countrymen who formerly have vifited you, moved 
by the Spirit of our God, we have forfaken relatives and friends, 
braved ftorms and tempefts, to teach you the knowledge of Jefus, 
whom to know is eternal life.” Though Satan and all the hoft 
ef hell fhould be ftung with indignation and refentment at our 
boldnefs in the Lord, and fire the bearts of their deluded votaries 
with all the fury and madnefs which brutal ignorance and favage 
cruelty is capable of; though our God, in whafe name we go— 
our Saviour, by whofe rich grace we are redeemed, fhould deli- 
ver us up to their rage, and permit our bodies to be afflicted, yea, 
perfecuted unto death; yet, trufting in the faithfulnefs of the Moft 
High, the goodnefs of our caufe, the uprightnefs of our inten- 
tions, the fervency of our affeétion for Chrift our head, and the 
cleé&t of Gad, our Rants remain undaunted; and being, by Divine 
mercy, enlifted under the banner of the great Captain of falva- 
tion, we are defirous to be “ accounted worthy to fuffer for his 
ake and to endure hardfhip, as becometh good foldiers of 

virift.”” 

Such, honoured brethren, and fathers in Chrift, are our prefent 
feelings; which, we hope, through your united prayers, and the 
fupply- of the Spirit of Jefus Chrift, our Lord and your Lord, our 
God and your God, we fhall never, never lofe. 

To you, and all who have contributed towagds our going forth, 
we render unfeigned thanks; and our prayers are, that the Mott 
High God may grant you occafion to rejoice in Jefus Chrift 
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fed in him ; all nations fhall call him bleffed.” 


Rev. Dr. Erfkine, in moving, that Mr. Peddie be 
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Zip 
on our behalf; to whofe grace we humbly and heartily commend’ 
you, moft refpectfully and affeCtionately, bidding you—Farewell ! 
By order of the Miffionaries, 
JOHN. JEFFERSON, Secretary. 
On board the frip Duff, at Spithead, Aug. 29, 1796. 


A Miffion to Africa, is announced as probably the next objet, 
of the London Miffionary Society. In the Foulah country, about. 
250 miles from Sierra Leone, there appears to-be a favourable, 
opening for the Gofpel; and a committee is appomted by. the, Di-. 
rectors, to procure intelligence, with a view to the moft fpeedy: 
commencement of their operations. We truft no exertions will; 
be wanting to carry their defigns into effect: The injured fons. 
af Africa have a ftrong claim on our coimpaffion.. May godly, 
men freely offer themfelves to the work, and congregations again: 
contribute towards fo good a caufe! Mechanics. particularly. 
carpenters, will be wanted for this Miffion; and we have no doubt, 
but the churches of Chrift can fupply the Society with. many men 
of this defcription, highly qualified for the undertaking. Sucht 
fhould write to the Secretary of the Society, and confult the mi-. 
nifters of the congregation where they attend. 

Since the publication, of our laft Number, letters have again 
been received from Sierra Leone. Of thefe, fome extracts are 
inferted above. The young men who went from Edinburgh, Mr. 
Clark excepted, had, during the rainy feafon, been feized with the 
fever, but were all getting better. Notwithftanding difficulties, 
which were to be expeéted, Mr. Clark and the Catechifts con- 
tinue their labours with diligence, and not without fuccefs. The 
fchools, efpecially, are doing remarkably well. The Sunday, | 
{chool begins to be better attended than formerly, by grown peo~ 
ple; and fome of the children already promife to be bleffings ta, 
their country. | 
November 21, 1769. 

On Monday, the ioth current, the third quarterly fermon for 
the Edinburgh Miffionary Society was .preached, in Brifto-ftreet 
meeting-houfe, by the Rev. Mr. James Peppie. He took for. 
his text, Pfal. Ixxii. 17. ‘‘ His name fhall endure for ever: his 
name {hall be continued as long as the fun: and men thall be blef- 
The objec of the 
fermon was to fhow, that Chriftianity is perpetual, beneficial, and 
fhall be univerfal. It gave great fatisfaction to all the members of 
the Society who were pre‘ent; and they unanimouily joined the 
requefted to 


priut it. With thig requeit of the Society we. have: every 
to believe Mr. Peddie will comply. The collection amounted to 
300 dollars. 
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Deeember, 1796. 
THE Direétors of the London Miffionary Society have pub- 
lifhed an addrefs, which we may afterwards prefent to the public 
at large. In this they advert to the late embarkation of 29 men, and 
five women, with two children, for Otaheite. They exprefs the 
fatisfa€tion which they had, in their good opinion of them bein 
confirmed, during their ftay st Portfinouth for about fix weeks, 
and requeft the prayers of Chiriftians to him into whofe exclufive 
care the expedition ts now committed. “They ftate the coft of the 
fhip to be 487 ¢4. and, with feamen’s wages and every other chai 
the expence to be about 12,000). TFhis nearly exhawfts the 
funds of the Society. The thip, however, being chartered by the’ 
India Company, will, if it pleafe God to bring her back im fefety, 
entitle them to goool. for the freight of her cargo. Aind the re- 
turn of articles of curiofity, with the publication of the particulars 
of the voyage; and of the reception and feulement of the Miffion- 
aties, 8c. may probably leffem the expence of the Miffien. , 
It will be remembered by our readers, that the Miffionary thi 
Duff failed under convoy of the Adamant, which was going wit 
a flest to Portugal; We have the pleafure to amnounee, that let-: 
ters are received, informing of the Duff’s fafe arrival at Lifbon 
with the reft of the fleet, in due time; and we truft fhe is now 
much further advanced in het voyage. iaaie 


anwary, 1797. 
LETTERS from the Moravian re ER in Grom land 
Newherrnhut, Lichtenfels, and Lichtenau, dated in june anf 
Jaly, 1796, mention, that the Miffionaries in’all thefe places are’ 
in good Keakh, and that our Saviour had thewn great mercy to 
the Green!and congregations im the year paft. In autumn, 179%, 
efpecially in O&ober, pectoral fevers were prevalent throughout 
the country. I'wenty-cight perfons at Newherrnhut, feyenteetr 
at Lichtenfels, and nine at Srektemau, in all fifty-four, departed 
this:life:on that occafion. Among this number were fome ufeful 
Greenland affiftants in both places, whofe lols is nuch lamented. 
Two Greenland Bretheren at Lichtenfels, and fix at Lichtenay,' 
were drowned, the former by the overfeting of their kajaks, and: 
the latter by the breaking of the ice under them. all thefe 
perfons the Miffionaries obferve, chat they were tree believers, 
and toitifted their faith im, and love to their er, to their laft’ 
breath. The winter of 1795 was mild; aad the Greetilanders 
could procure a fuflicient quantity of provifions. Since the date 
at their laft lewers, tour adults were baptifed at Lichtenfels, and 
three ataLichtenau: The fc: mer congregation had-934, the latter 
354, audi Newherinhut 287 members, at the clofe of 1795. 
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